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Back to Basics - The Resurrection, Eternal Judgment and You (Hebrews 6:1-2; 1 Cor 15:12-22)
Pastor Mike Ngui
Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, instruction about baptism, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. (Hebrews 6:1-2)

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. (1 Cor 15:12-22)
Introduction 
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Some people say that death is a natural path of life but is it really something that is “natural”? Regardless, it is naturally a part of our lives.

Hebrews 6:1-2 talks about the foundation of death, the resurrection of the body and eternal judgment. The writer of this book meant that the knowledge of death is elementary teaching. The doctrine of the resurrection of the body and eternal judgment are foundational to how we understand to live our lives in Christ Jesus. How are these doctrines relevant to our living today?
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Big Idea: The assurance of the resurrection and the expectation of eternal judgment shape how we live and die here and now. 

1 Death = the Final Frontier
Death is the final frontier that we must cross over sooner or later, in a matter of time. Many people fear death and do not want to talk about it. It is a taboo. It is certain to happen though many of us live like it will never come. We live our lives in denial of death. *

What though does the bible say about death? 

Well, the bible did say that death is certain.

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment (Hebrews 9:27, ESV)

Man here refers to all humanity. 
The bible also said that “the last enemy to be destroyed is death.” (1 Cor 15:26). 
The victory is already sealed, but death that is hanging on will die one day.
Death exists because sin exists.

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned-- (Romans 5:12)

All men have sinned, and because of that all men will die.
One day, when sin is removed completely, there will be no more death.

“There will be no more death… or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (Rev 21:4)
Death is not natural. It is unnatural. God did not make or create us to die. We only die because of sin. We live in a sin-infected world. but when Christ rose from the dead, he destroyed the authority of death. He defeated death.

For now though, death holds sway in our heart, it hangs around to inflict on us a sting, it strikes terror in our heart.

2 Resurrection = the Final Victory

The Christian answer to the premise of death is the resurrection. The Christian lives in anticipation of the resurrection because death is not the end. Rather, the resurrection is the end of death.

“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—  in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (1 Cor 51-55)
Resurrection:
i. will happen in an instant, all at once, we, together with those who have died, will be raised to life and be immortal and imperishable. - “in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye” 
ii. will happen when Jesus returns. - “at the last trumpet” 
iii. will result in our complete transformation; our bodies will be different. There will be no more illness, sickness, pain, age, wrinkles, etc. - “we will be changed.” 
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We will have a NEW immortal & imperishable body.

What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. (1 Cor 15:36)
Agricultural analogy:

When a seed or kernel dies, the fruit or outcome will not be the same as what a seed looks like. The grain that comes out of the ground will be different from the seed in the ground.

Similarly, when we die, and when we are resurrected or rise again, our body will not be the same anymore. 

We will have a NEW immortal & imperishable body… yet recognizable. 
How do we know our resurrected bodies will be recognizable?

The disciples recognized Jesus after he rose from the dead and appeared in the room. He showed them his hands and feet. He ate with the disciples. So, we would still have our own individual personality. “I will still be me, and you will still be you.”

The resurrection is necessary to reverse the effect of sin. Our old bodies will eventually break down but the resurrection will reverse all that instantly. 

We will one day be reunited with our loved ones, our friends and family who have passed on.

The premise and assurance of the resurrection gives us hope to live. We will have a “glorified body” in the eternal future. We will no longer have the limitation of our physical body in our new body. Our redemption / salvation will be complete when we receive a body to live again in the presence of God.

If death was the end and there is no resurrection, what then would matter to us? We live today in the view of the ultimate tomorrow. Our hope and assurance of the resurrection changes the way we live our lives. That some things in this life, we will not be able to accomplish but we may be able to do in our next life. We can say we do not have to have everything “today” because we can have them in the eternity because of Christ Jesus. 

This is a radical challenge but our decision-making in this life will impact on our life after death. 

Will we take risks if there is no hope of resurrection? Why would people risk death? Why would we risk your life to tell someone about Jesus? - Because of the hope of the resurrection.

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all (2 Cor 4:16-17) 
3 Judgment = the Final Accounting 

Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, (Hebrews 9:27)

There will an accounting that is most stringent, accurate, detailed, just and exacted standards.
i. Without Christ, unbelievers will face the judgment of treason and for rejecting Christ’s authority. There is only one verdict which is GUILTY. There will only be one sentence that is Eternal damnation.

ii. Believers declared righteous and justified in Christ Jesus who had taken upon himself / atoned for our sins. Followers of Christ will be spared eternal condemnation and instead receive eternal life. 
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Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, (Romans 8:1)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

However, the followers of Christ will also be judged to be rewarded according on how we live, our obedience and faithfulness towards what God has called us to do. We have a freedom, not to sin but to live in an obedience to God.
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due to us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. (2 Cor 5:10)
So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. (Romans 14:12)

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. (Ezekiel 36:26-27)

God will remove a heart of rebellion and give us a heart of that will have an ability to respond in obedience and yield to him, to have a desire to change and to live a life enabled by the Spirit.
By the Spirit in Christ Jesus, he will change us from within. We may then live a life empowered by the Holy Spirit. By obeying him, He has set us up to succeed. He doesn’t leave us to sort it out ourselves.
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh (Galatians 5:16)
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. (Galatians 5:18)
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. (Galatians 5:25)
How then should we live?

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives. (2 Peter 3:11)

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (2 Peter 3:14)

· we should not allow the fear or death to terrorize us.
· we should not allow death to paralyze us.
· we should be able to endure hardship knowing that this life is not finite.

· we should take stock of our lives (our lives will be measured).

· we should live life for the eternal and Godly value than of earthly value.

· we should learn to yield to the Holy Spirit on a daily basis.
· love God, serve people (make an investment beyond this life).
· we should live a live worthy of the Lord, that he may one day say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
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Sermon summary contributed by Wendy.
Prayer points contributed by Adeliyn.
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SERMON: The Resurrection, Eternal Judgement and you

Pray:
· As we end the sermon series “Back to Basics of Being a Born-again Christian” we will continue as a church to grow strong in the foundation of our belief in Christ.
· We will believe and live empowered in Christ; keeping in step with the Spirit and taking comfort in the Apostle’s Creed.

· We will not fear death but instead will live a full life in anticipation of the day Jesus returns.

· We will live our lives anticipating Christ coming again with our new, resurrected glorious bodies in the new Heaven and Earth.
So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (2 Peter 3:14)
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Watoto Choir – “Oh What Love” Live Tour
Watoto Children's Choir is a group of African children choir based in Kampala, Uganda, at Watoto Church. The choir consist of children orphaned by AIDS, war or displacement at birth. They will be performing at DUMC weekend celebration during Easter weekend (15/16 April)
Pray:
· Everyone who comes to the celebration will be blessed by the children’s performance and joy in the Lord.
· Pre-believers will open their hearts to the Lord through the children’s testimonies of God’s abounding grace in their lives.
· The children and their guardians continue to be blessed as they bless others through their work in the Lord.
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people. (Ephesians 1:17-18)
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MALAYSIA MY NATION: Disappearance of People who help the Poor and Needy
Over the past 6 months, 4 persons (Amri Che Mat, Pastor Joshua Hilmy and his wife, Ruth and Pastor Raymond Koh) has disappear under ominous circumstances and seemed to have disappeared without a trace. What they all had in common was that they were all religious workers helping the poor and needy.
Pray:
· Continue to uphold these four abducted persons, their families and the communities they serve in our prayers and deeds.

· Let us not be discouraged by these acts aiming to put fear in us and stop us from helping the poor and needy; rather to embolden us to continue to give honour and assistance to the poor and needy. 

· Pray the authorities will get leads to find the abducted and bring the kidnappers to justice.
Arise, Lord! Lift up your hand, O God. Do not forget the helpless. Why does the wicked man revile God? Why does he say to himself, “He won’t call me to account”? But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted; you consider their grief and take it in hand. The victims commit themselves to you; you are the helper of the fatherless. Break the arm of the wicked man; call the evildoer to account for his wickedness that would not otherwise be found out. (Psalm 10: 12-15)
· A TRANSFORMED WORLD:   War in the Middle East (again)
Assad used sarin gas on his own people (Syria), which prompted Trump (America) to respond by using cruise missiles against a Syrian air base with little effect on the Syrian military. It seems that the use of weapons of mass destruction is only to assert their own power without regard for human lives.
Pray: 
· That justice for civilians will be upheld, and the government(s) who seek to oppress them will not succeed.
· The people living in these areas will not be tempted to retaliate by joining terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and ISIS.

· World powers to condemn these acts of terror on civilians and international pressure will prevent such acts in the future.

· The churches in Syria to bring comfort and assistance to those in need.
It is you alone who are to be feared. Who can stand before you when you are angry? From heaven you pronounced judgment, and the land feared and was quiet— when you, God, rose up to judge, to save all the afflicted of the land. Surely your wrath against mankind brings you praise, and the survivors of your wrath are restrained. (Psalm 76: 7-10)
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