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I Love My Church: It’s Not About Me

Senior Pastor, Chris Kam
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.

Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
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Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? (1 Corinthians 12:12-30)
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Big Idea: The local church is not just about me, but for a purpose bigger than myself.
Introduction 
Since an overseer manages God’s household… (Titus 1:7)

Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the Gospel. (1 Corinthians 4:15)

This refers to the spiritual fathers in the church. We are all sons and daughters of the house, and in the household of God, we can have spiritual fathers and mothers who mentor us and help us in our walk with God. Likewise, we can also be spiritual fathers and mothers to others, to mentor and help them in their walk with God. We need to remember that the local church is not about us, but for a purpose bigger than ourselves.
1 I am Part of the Body (1 Corinthians 12:12, 13, 14, 20, 27)

We are all part of this church, which is the body of Christ. We are here to love and care for one another, to support and encourage one another, to build each other up in Christ. 
DUMC is not a perfect church, because it is made up of imperfect people like you and me. There are flaws in this church, but we are on the way to perfection. God has promised that He will bring the work He has begun in us to completion. We are all works in progress. 
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It is an oxymoron to say that you are a Christian but do not belong to a church. The moment we confess Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour, we receive a new spiritual identity, which includes being part of the body of Christ. In this body, there is no division in terms of skin colour or race. We all have equal importance. No one is more superior to the other. 

2 I am Connected to the Body (1 Corinthians 12:15-17)

The body cannot function properly if one part of the body is missing. The ear should function as an ear and not try to be an eye, and the eye should function as an eye and not try to function as an ear. However, above all, Jesus should be the head, who directs the other parts of the body.
You cannot divorce your children because they are connected to you by birth. You can divorce your marriage partner, but you cannot divorce your children, your own flesh and blood. We are connected to each other in the body of Christ, and we cannot say that we have nothing to do with each other.
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There is no such thing as an independent Christian. Our faith is not just a personal faith but a communal faith, for we are connected to one another in the body of Christ. We are not independent of one another. 
3 I am Important to the Body
3.1 We need one another
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable. (1 Corinthians 12:21-22)

We cannot say that we do not need each other, or think that we can live independently of each other. We should not think that just because one part of the body seems weaker or more insignificant than the others, therefore it is dispensible and unimportant. When you think that God cannot use you because of how small or insignificant you are, be assured that God can use you all the more. 
3.2  We are different from one another
But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. (1 Corinthians 12:18)

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. (1 Corinthians 12:4-11)
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God has created us with different gifts and functions, and we all have a role to play in the community of Christ. Our different roles and functions help to build up the body of Christ collectively.
Be you! No one else can be you other than you yourself. Only you can be the best you that you can be. Do not try to be someone else. 

We are blessed to be a blessing. If we do not do what God has called us to do, someone else misses out on a blessing that they could have received if we had done what God has called us to do. Comsequently, what you choose to do and what you choose not to do will both affect someone else. God wants us to use our spiritual gifts to serve and bless others. 

3.3 We are to care for one another

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. (1 Corinthians 12:26)

We are to love and care for one another. We are to share the journey of life and faith with each other, walk with each other through the ups and downs of life, support and encourage each other, and celebrate the joys of life together.
CONCLUSION
In the context of the message, let us be more participative in the life of the church. If you are not in a cell group, join one! It is in cell groups that we learn to love and are perfected in love. Think about how you can serve the body of Christ with the gifts God has given you. Remember that you need others and others need you as well. 
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“As the church, we are in community together trying to fulfill this Great Commission that Jesus left us with. As we gently press into each other, we form one united thing, His church. As we work together, sharing the space God gives us to do His work, we all become shaped a little different. We all become a little more like Him.”
Jennifer L. Lane
Sermon summary contributed by Anthea Tan.

Prayer points contributed by Wendy ML.
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SERMON: I Love My Church 2 - It’s Not About Me
Pray:
· We will learn to become spiritual fathers or mothers to the younger generation.
· That we will recognize and value the gifts that God has given us, using them to build up and serve in the household of faith (the global Church, local church or cell group)

· That we will stay connected in a church, embracing that we, as different parts of the body, are unique, in need of one another and have a heart that cares.

· That we will all aspire to be sons and daughters of the church which we profess our love for.

From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. (Ephesians 4:16)
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS:  W2W Encounter Weekend
To be held from 17 to 19 Nov 2017
Pray:
· For women to respond in her desire to have uninterrupted time with God, to hear His voice, and seek His will and purposes for their lives.
· That the women will experience God in a personal manner and that they will courageously share their stories with others as a testament of God’s grace, love and mercy during the weekend.
· For the W2W Core Team and task force that they will good health and be prepared to facilitate the events during the getaway.
· For men to honour their wives / sisters / mothers by blessing and encouraging them to go for event while they stay back to watch over the family at home.
Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. (Matthew 6:23)
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MALAYSIA MY NATION:  Construction Workers in Our Country
Within a week, two lives were lost - one due to a falling crane, the other when an old WW2 bomb exploded.
Pray:

· For God’s protection over workers and builders in the construction industry, especially those who are at the sites most of the time
· For God’s comfort to surround the families of those who have died or are still in critical condition. 
· For people to have compassion and care for the foreign workers, treating them with kindness, and dignity.
· That the higher authorities such as the construction companies or the government will provide adequate and sufficient compensation to the families affected by the mishaps and fatal incidents.
‘Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.” (1 Peter 3:8)

· A TRANSFORMED WORLD:  Suicide Among Teens and Young Adults
On and off there are news of the youth, worldwide, committing suicide due mainly due to peer pressure, failure and influence of others.

Pray: 

· God will reach and tug into the hearts of the youth that they may feel and experience God’s love in their life, knowing that above all else, God loves and cares for them.
· Parents will be sensitive to the needs of their children and have the wisdom to deal with the issues that the youths are facing in school.

· Parents will take the responsibility to spend time, guiding and teaching their children, giving them a firm foundation to fall back on when things get tough and not to chide them when failure happens.

· For the governing bodies to educate and bring awareness to the public on the topic of suicide and provide avenues for people who are depressed, who have lost hope, have financial and family trouble.

· For people to have a heart of compassion and to encourage and help those who are in trouble.’

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)
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