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Living Free: Career
Give up your Small Ambitions (James 4:13-17; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:23-24)
Senior Pastor Chris Kam
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. (James 4:13-17)
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. (Colossians 3:23-24)

Introduction
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Live free in the gifts Christ have given us. Are you a slave to your career? Are you a slave to time? You must be in control. The challenge in life is not about time but priorities and purpose. Once we get this right, time will fall into place. Everybody works, be it at a job, studying or even home makers.

People make work the most important thing in their lives. But if you read the obituaries, there is no mention of the person’s work or their assets. Our work is also not carved onto our tombstone. Yes, we spend one third of our lives working. We try to find meaning through our work. We need t heave a right perspective of work.

A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work. (Ecclesiastes 2:24 NIV84)
Many people go through a mid-course correction. Pastor Chris’ son told him that many of his classmates are studying to be a doctor just to satisfy parents. There have been doctors becoming painters, lawyers becoming chefs. 

There are four attitudes of workers. 

1. “Thank God it is a holiday!” – Negative, to be avoided. People do not like to work. 

2. “Thank God it is Friday” – Tolerated nuisance, earn a living, tedious consequence of the fall. Work can be tolerated.

3. “Thank God it is pay day”- No understanding, never stopped to think about it. Work for survival.

4. “Thank God it is Monday” – Stewards of God, commissioned, co-worker with God. We are stewards of God in our work regardless how we work.
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BIG IDEA: Your work should lead you to a purpose bigger than yourself.

3 Reasons for work

1 For us - For our significance and fulfilment
Work is something that God has given to us. The few verses before James 4:15 is a businessman’s verse. It’s about a businessman who has a plan and a purpose in a place. We need to ask God what job God has god us. Ask God what He wants you to do. Jesus had only 3 active years of ministry. 

Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that. (James 4:15)
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We need to be more and more like Jesus. Only then are we able to finish God’s purpose for our lives. Francis Xavier said that he wished he could go up and down the streets of Paris, to mobilize the students to give up their small ambitions to preach the Gospel. He went to many parts of Asia including India and Japan to bring transformation.

In more recent times, evangelist Michael Griffith stirred people to give up their small ambitions in life and focus on Christ. He wrote the book “Give Up Your Small Ambitions.” It is during this time in the 70s that saw the formation of Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, Campus Crusade for Christ, Operations Mobilization, Youth with a Mission and many others.
John 17:4 - I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.
Not everyone should go to Christian missions. Many will stay in their profession. However, there is a bigger ambition we can pursue wherever God placed us. Is your work a career or a ministry? A career is an occupation taken for a significant period in one’s life. Ministry (Greek diakonia) is a service to God and people.

Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. (I Corinthians 7:17)
As a Christian, our career is a way to exercise our gifts in our lifetime calling from God for us. The challenge here is how to turn our career into a ministry. Be the best engineer, businessman, teacher or bus driver God meant you to be. There is no spiritual or secular divide in work. The bible does not say that a pastor has a bigger mansion than a teacher in heaven. All work is spiritual when you see it as a ministry.

One day a bus driver complained to the Pastor Gordon MacDonald that the pastor’s work was better than his. The pastor told the bus driver that at the start of his work day, to pray for the bus, consecrate the bus and make is a place that God to dwells. Sometime later the bus driver said that his sees his job in a different way and it changed the way he worked and minister to people. It is a matter perspective.
Your place of work has more non-Christians than a pastor and it is a ministry to tell people about Jesus. Just like how we commission pastors, we need to commission teachers and other professionals to share God’s word. God has given us a creative mind. We give our best to our work. In our workplace, we meet many non-believers. God has given us a creative mind.

Dorothy Sayers quoted that “work is not, primarily, a thing one does to live, but the thing one lives to do.” God has assigned your work to you. Do you work to live or live to work?

Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer in whatever situation the Lord has assigned to them. (1 Corinthians 7:17a)
2 For Them- For the Benefit of the Community
No one should seek their own good, but the good of others (1 Corinthians 10:24)
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We work to provide and share. It is never just for self-centred consumption. Israel was a land flowing with milk and honey but it was not for the Israelites alone. It was to be shared with the poor, the foreigners, widows and orphans. We can say the same for Malaysia.
Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need. (Ephesians 4:28)

Even a repented thief must work so they can share with those in need. Work is a public service. We are all public servants to our society and our family. Work is a public service. We all are public servants to our immediate family and also the poor, the widows and the orphans.
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Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 5:8)

Providing to the needs of the others is a character of God. The 10/40 window is the area with the biggest concentration of unreached people. But there is also another window that we should also focus on; that is the 9 to 5 window in our workplace. We need to care for the people and also be concerned of our environment. We are the salt and light of the earth. We have the power to create wealth to be shared.
Every year, DUMC raise money on the anniversary gift weekend to be given away. DUMC raised RM5.8 million in 2017 to give to the communities around the world. Every sen goes out to change the world. When God bless us, we bless others.

3 For God - The Glory of God 
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. (Colossians 3:23-24)

You are working for the Lord, for His Glory. You need to be the salt and light, and show people who Jesus is. You might not be the one to lead them to Christ but you sowed the seed then, you will receive an inheritance from God.
God designed life in such a way that we are to corporate with Him to achieve His purpose. In this knowledge economy, we use the knowledge for the greater good of the community. We must look at work beyond our ego and our own satisfaction, when we realize that it is also for God and for the people, only then we can be find satisfaction.

When you encounter God’s glory, everything else matter and fades away. God has designed man for full glory. This glory comes from God. When we have the full glory of God, life will be satisfying and self-esteem will be whole. We do not need anyone else to tell us we are good. Hopelessness will be non-existent.
...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God... (Romans 3:23)

The essence of sin is doing things our way and when we sin we will lose the glory. In doing things our way, we gain a counterfeit glory and this is only temporary glories in life. Counterfeit glory is like a drug, the more we get, the more we want. Randy Pope said that we seek applause. Pastor Chris also confessed to seeking applause after preaching a sermon and he is always telling himself to stop doing this. True glory lies in God. We receive glory when we give glory to God. 

Realign your mind on the reason why you work. When you get your reason right, your work life will change. It will not happen overnight but you will realize there is a greater purpose than yourself. Make your work a sanctuary, pray for a colleague. When your workplace becomes a ministry, you will always share Christ and always come to church. 
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There were three men chipping away stones. When asked why the first replied “isn’t it obvious that I am breaking this stupid stone?” The second replied “I make fifty dollars a day” The third stuck out his chest and said “I am building a cathedral” The third saw a purpose and cooperated with the architect to see the greater purpose. When you do this, you will glorify God. 

Part of Anniversary Gift Weekend, is to be a blessing to the community. When the flood hit Penang, the church rose up, on top of giving money, 23 people volunteered to go and help to clear the houses and area. When they came back, they said that money cannot buy the blessings they received by being a blessing to others. 
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Sermon summary contributed by Abbey Thangiah
Prayer points contributed by Adeliyn Lim
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SERMON: Career: Give Up Your Small Ambitions
Pray:
· We will continue to pray and think about the work we are doing.

· For courage to question and challenge ourselves each day – Is my work leading me in a purpose bigger than myself? 

· We will bear in mind the reason for our work each day is for:

· Us – For our significance and fulfilment.

· Them – For the benefit of the community.

· God – For the Glory of God.

· We will be the salt the light in the mission field God placed us in.

But godliness with contentment is great gain. (1 Timothy 6:6)
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS:  Chat with Denison
Join Datuk Dr Denison Jayasooria to understand the state of human rights in Malaysia on 2 December at 7.15pm and 3 December at 12.15pm in the Hangar.

 Pray:
· Strike the heart of DUMC for us to be interested to hear what’s happening in the country as this affects all of us living in Malaysia.
· Open the participants’ hearts and minds to understand the issue from a standpoint of academic and advocate.
· Be challenged and be courageous to pray and take action on issue that strikes the heart.
Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage and do it. (Ezra 10:4)
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MALAYSIA MY NATION: Prepare for GE14
The Malaysian General Elections is slated to happen by 24 August 2018. The 13th Parliament of Malaysia will automatically dissolve on 24 June 2018. Political sabotage is likely to escalate in the coming months.

Pray:
· Thank God for the past government as the country was relatively stable geopolitically and economically.
· The Malaysian public (both urban and rural) are able to observe and recognise behaviours which aim to manipulate the public’s perception for political gain, but not to the benefit of Malaysians.

· The election will be fair, and all Malaysians of legal age will exercise their citizen rights to vote.

· Candidates with the nation and people’s interests at heart will be elected to carry out their duty.

But be sure to fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will perish. (1 Samuel 12:24-25)
· A TRANSFORMED WORLD: The Loneliness Epidemic    
Modern life is making us lonelier, and recent research indicates that this may be the next biggest public health issue on par with obesity and substance abuse. Older adults face a greater risk of memory loss, heart disease, high blood pressure, and stroke. 

Pray: 
· The afflicted will not be shackled by their current situation and have courage to seek help for their problem.

· Christians will seek out and tend to the afflicted persons – show God’s evident love for humankind by loving others.

· God to speak into the hearts of people through the Holy Spirit – the “Constant Companion”.

Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. Relieve the troubles of my heart and free me from my anguish. (Psalm 25: 16-17)
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