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Beautiful King - From Surrender to Authenticity Pastor Gilbert Tan
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. (Mark 4:35-39)
Introduction
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The story found in John 4:1-26, tells of a Samaritan woman who had five husbands and was despised for her background. Yet, when she encountered Christ, she received love and she could be herself, to be real.
Without surrender, there cannot be authenticity. When we surrender unto God, we will encounter Christ, and we find Him real in our lives.

The Gospel of Luke is detailed in writing and there are a lot of references to the Old Testament, especially from the book of Isaiah. In the context of Luke 4:18,19 - Jesus was about 30 years old. He grew up in an environment with a community of about 1000 to 2000 people. People would gather around to interact with each other and do life together, every day. 

The high priest in the temple would pick a text from the Old Testament to be read by a young man and so happens that when it was Jesus’ turn to read, he read from Isaiah 61:1-2a: 

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

What are the odds that Jesus would be the one to read these versus? It was no coincidence. He read it convincingly as He would later fulfill the prophecy, but the people misread the point, they thought it was just like a presentation, a scripture read really by Jesus, son of Joseph. The lesson for us here is that as we focus on Christ this Advent, that we would not get too comfortable nor familiar with Christ. Every day is a new encounter of Christ as He reveals Himself to you.

1 Jesus Himself Surrendered

- It was a mandate for Christ to come to earth, to proclaim the Good News, heal those who were sick, set free those who were imprisoned, and to die for our sins. Before He could do that, He had to first surrender himself to God, to give up on His own will.

“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42)

On earth, Jesus was fully God, and fully man. Have you ever heard of a king who would give up his throne, leave heaven and come down to earth as a baby, born in a manger? Jesus knew He would die a terrible death. He knew He would be separated from the presence of God and experienced the ultimate rejection. He was probably stressed out, afraid and dreading death. Yet, Jesus surrendered. He knew the nature and wisdom of the Father. He knew He was part of God’s great plan.

Can we surrender to God and take on the example of Christ? He has gone through what we may be going through in life. Jesus obeyed God and in doing so, we can have life eternal and that God may be glorified. We should be able to be honest with what we are going through in life just as we are before God. He understands us.

2 The more we know Jesus, the more we can surrender to Him
And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You .(Psalms 9:10, NKJV)
Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass. (Psalms 37:5, NKJV)

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. (Proverbs 3:5)

Would we really put our trust on superheroes to save the world? Probably not, as we would have to and want to know them personally first.
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In his autobiography, Adrift on an Ice Pan, missionary doctor Sir Wilfred Grenfell recounted that he had gone on a journey in Labrador, Newfoundland, to visit a young patient. As he travelled on a sledge with eight dogs. As he took a shortcut through a sea, the ice beneath broke and one of his dog died. Stranded, cold and frostbitten, he had to kill and skin 3 of his dogs for their hide to make a coat to keep himself warm. When rescued, he said, “There was nothing to fear because I have done all that I could do, and the rest is in God’s hands.” There was no certainty that he would have survived but he was certain was his faith, trust, confidence and security that Sir Grenfell had in God because he knew Jesus personally. 

Are we able to do all that we can in the storms of our life, and then let God take control? Can we trust in His righteousness and sovereignty? In whatever your storm, begin to know Christ. Know that He is perfect in all his ways. He is never wrong, never late and has never failed.

· Leaving it all in God’s hands is a position of trust.

· Trust in God’s righteousness

· Meditate on the Word of God. The Word of God brings life, it brings conviction of sin. It gives an understanding and clarity on why we are here on this earth. It builds our hope and faith. It offers direction in life and gives comfort.

Great peace have those who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble. (Psalms 119:165)
3 Our life is a daily journey of surrender to God 
That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. (Mark 4:35-39)
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Storms can be a scary thing in life. How would you be feeling if you were in a storm? It would be frightening, the waves will be hitting your boat, the winds howling, it would be dark, there would be no clarity nor sense of direction of where you would be going, everything seems to be in chaos and there is confusion. A storm can cause fears, hopelessness and uncertainty. It can tear you down to the point of death, physically, mentally and emotionally as well. It can take away your hope and joy and shake your faith in God. You may feel alone and look for people for help. You may feel vulnerable, and fear dealing with further rejection and hurt.

· God is in control and in the storm with you

But Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. (Mark 4:38, NKJV)

… His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. (Nahum 1:3b, ESV)
During a storm, we would want to cling on to something - to peace. Peace is the heart attitude that is unaffected by circumstances, adversity and troubles. It is free from anxiety and useless worrying. 

Never worry about anything. But in every situation let God know what you need in prayers and requests while giving thanks. Then God’s peace, which goes beyond anything we can imagine, will guard your thoughts and emotions through Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7, GW)

God’s peace is very different from what the world knows and offers. God’s peace is not good only when things are good and bad when things are bad. The ways of the world does not equate the peace of God. We can still go through a crisis, and the heart can be unaffected if we have the peace of God in us. The peace of God will not be affected by our worries and concerns. 

· God is working on you in the storm

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” (Mark 4:38, ESV)

… His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. (Nahum 1:3b, ESV)

God may allow storms in our life to teach or test us, to or correct our bad habits. A storm may purify, stretch and perfect our faith and shape our perspective to look at things through His eyes. It will shape our character, thoughts, behaviour and speech. It would refine and mould us into a jar that He may use us in all that He wants to offer us. 

What is God teaching you? Are you becoming a more patient person? Are you now less reactive to what people say about you? Are you more generous? To be joyful instead of being bitter? Are you more hopeful in life rather than be full of despair? 

A storm may not affect us directly but through the people around us. Through those storms, we may encounter and reflect on the grace of God, His faithfulness, goodness in other people’s lives. 

· God will bring you through the storm

Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes. (Mark 5:1, NKJV)

Storms do not last forever, they are temporal. Some storms are short, some longer. Storms have seasons and reasons. Whatever the storm, God will see you through them. When you encounter the Prince of Peace in the storm, Christ will be revealed to you. 

When storms are its worse, Jesus is at His best. Surrender and trust in Him. 
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Big Idea: Authenticity comes from surrender. In our surrender to Christ, He is glorified and revealed. 


Conclusion

Through storms, God is working in you. When you have come out of it, God will be glorified and magnified.

Horatio Gates Spafford wrote the song “It Is Well with My Soul” when he went to the place where his daughters had died tragically when their ship sank a year earlier.

Consider the storms and struggles in your life, with all the negatives emotions that you have, even when you do not understand the trials and tribulations, bring it to God. Muster up your might and say unto God, “It is well with my soul.”  

Your surrender is a posture of worship to God.
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
Prayer pointers contributed by Loong.
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SERMON: From Surrender to Authenticity
Pray:
· We will imitate Christ in our daily walk.
· We will surrender to God.
· We will be real with nothing to hide, nothing to fear, and nothing to prove.

· We will trust God to see us through the storms in our lives.
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this. (Psalms 37:5)
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Beautiful King
Pray:
· The program will be carried out smoothly.
· The volunteers will do their parts well in one heart.
· The invited guests will come.

· The message will be delivered clearly and powerfully.

· Souls be saved.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, EverlastingFather, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
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MALAYSIA MY NATION: Fake Infant Milk Powder
Fake infant formula was found during raids in Johor Bahru. A baby was reported of severe vomiting after taking the fake formula, which was sold at the same price as the original. 
Pray:
· The public, NGOs and the authorities will work closely to tackle this issue.
· Authorities will quickly track down the source and stop the distribution of fake baby milk powder.
· Everyone involved in this scheme will be arrested and brought to justice.
· Babies who took the fake milk powders will suffer no permanent harm.
But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. (Exodus 18:21)
· A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Jerusalem as the capital of Israel   
US President Donald Trump has declared Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, citing it as a campaign promise that previous presidents have failed to deliver. The American Embassy will take 3 years to move from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.
Pray: 
· Cool heads to prevail.
· World leaders will work together help ensure peace between Israel and Palestine and the other neighbouring countries. 

· The president of the United States will do what’s important for the US and the world.
As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it (Luke 19:41)
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