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Beautiful King - Advent III: From Repentance to Reconciliation
Founding Pastor Dato’ Dr Daniel Ho

"But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned o his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:5,6)

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests." (Luke 2:8-14)
Introduction

There are many things in life, but the most important thing we need to do is to reconcile with the human nature - on what is on the inside.

1 What is our problem?

· It’s the sin problem

... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)

Sin is the heart of the problem that none of us can run away from. 

When we have no interest in our God and our hearts are turned away from Him, we sin. Sin is not just actions and deeds, but also the posture of our hearts. When we fall from the perfect standard of God, we miss the mark, even by a small percentage, it is sin. 
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St Augustine refers to sin as “disordered love” - we put our love in the wrong places. In the Old Testament, there are stories of child sacrifices. In today’s world, there are also child sacrifices, when people love cash and career more than their families. Pursuing cash and career at the expense of their own children and their future. They may neglect responsibility towards their children for their sake of money, work, positions, property, etc. Their children would later grow up rebellious, feeling short-changed and filled with anger and bitterness towards their parents.

When we sin, we not only commit treason against God, but we also do violence to each other. Sin violates people. There is nothing abstract about it. By my sin I hurt human beings. I injure their person; I despoil their goods; I impair their reputation; I rob from them a precious quality of life; I crush their dreams and aspirations for happiness. When I dishonour God, I dishonour all people who bear his image. Is it any wonder, then, that God takes sin so seriously? (R.C. Sproul) 

· That is why the Bible calls us:

· Sinners

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

It is not because we sin therefore we are sinners; but because we are sinners, that is why we sin. This is the reality that we need to understand.

· God’s enemies

For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! (Romans 5:10a)

We were once enemies of God. Not only did we sin against God, but our hearts were turned away from God.

2 What is the consequence of sin?

· We are powerless to help ourselves

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. (Romans 5:6)

I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do. This I keep on doing. (Romans 7:18-19)

We tend to struggle with what we should or should not do. We sometimes end up doing the wrong things, that when we talk about it, we feel ashamed of ourselves. All religions have many ways and human attempts to get to God. They believe that in doing good, they will produce good karma and reach a next level up or have a good reincarnation. 

In the Christian faith, it is God Himself who comes to men. Not men reaching out to God. No good works of any manner and form can attain anything from our God who is all together Holy and Righteous. There is nothing that we can do to save ourselves. It is all about God coming to us - it is Hope in the real sense. 

· Worse still, it results in death. 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

We are all destined to die. No matter how accomplished or smart, no matter the ethnicity, political or social background we come from, death levels all mankind.
But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear. (Isaiah 59:2)

Therefore, it is important for us to know how to die well, to look at death in the face and know the victory we have through Jesus Christ. 
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What is the solution?
· God Himself intervened

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

It is a divine intervention to deliver us because God knows that we cannot do it by ourselves. He knows there would be no hope and future for all of us. That is why during Advent, we celebrate God coming by Himself for all of us.

· It shows the extent of God’s love for each one of us.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

God sent His most precious, His one and only son. He has an amazing heart that wants to save everyone in this world. It is a heart of love.
When we talk about suffering, God is not one who doesn’t know about suffering. That is why He understands us and comes for us, to offers us hope and a future.

4 How should we respond?
· Repentance resulting in forgiveness. It is for all of us.

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news! (Mark 1:14, 15)
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The word, “repent” in Greek is called “metanoia” - which means to have a change of the mind. We may be in one direction which is wrong, and recognizing that we are lost and in need to do a U-turn towards a new direction. We should go in the direction to pursue God, the heart of God, His plans and His purposes. Repent and pursue his Kingdom and his righteousness.

As we repent, He will erase all our sins. Our sins will be forgiven. Whatever the past, however terrible, it has all gone. In Christ, there is forgiveness. We are all sinners, saved by the grace of God.

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord. (Acts 3:19)

He wants to renew, refresh, fill and empower us. 

· When there is forgiveness then there is reconciliation

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behaviour. But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation. (Colossians 1:21-22)

Reconciliation is when we have a right and wonderful relationship with God, and be free from any accusation. Any condemnation laid upon us is taken care of by the death of Christ on the cross.

Some people find the church boring. What is the reason?

“When there is no Awe of God, we will find every work and every service of God boring. When there is no awe, consumed with a sense of God’s grace, goodness, mercy and love of God, we will find worship, the work of God and everything else boring.” (R.C. Sproul)

When we have a real awe of God, we will be so grateful and thankful. Such a heart would long for friendship and fellowship with God and the people of God.

· Hence repentance leads to reconciliation

For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. (Romans 5:10-11)

· The amazing process:
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Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1)
· The end result is that we have the Peace of God

When we have the peace with God, we will have the peace of God. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5) 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests." (Luke 2:14)

Peace is available and secured in Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Through His death on the cross, He brings peace to us. We will have the peace with God and as a result, we have the peace of God. 

People struggle to have the peace of God on the inside. We cannot have peace on the inside and see the peace on the outside, with God. When we have no peace within, we will struggle and become at unease / dis-ease which leads to disease. In medical science, there is a term called psychosomatic diseases where a disease starts in the mind and shows up in the body. 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27)

God has come and is offering us peace. He opens His arms to us. Are we ready to receive and embrace Him? So we may have a deep sense of peace and security in us. 
Conclusion

Peace has nothing to do with the circumstances around us. Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of God in our hearts. That is what God has for us.

When we establish this peace with God, we will have the Peace of God, we will then have peace with people around us, God’s beautiful creation and the environment. We would also experience restedness, security, and contentment. 
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
Prayer contributed by Prudence Tay
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SERMON: From Repentance to Reconciliation
Pray:
· We will realise that we are all sinners in need of God.

· We will turn to God in repentance, seeking His grace and mercy.

· We will seek God’s direction for our lives and go where He tells us to.
· We will constantly watch our ways and seek reconciliation should we ended up in the wrong direction.

· We will be people of reconciliation and extent a hand of love to people around us.

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS:  Christmas 2017 Celebration
Christmas is around the corner, this is the time we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and the greatest gift from God. December 25, Monday at 8.30am and 11am
Pray:
· We will remember that this is the celebration of Jesus’ birthday, the greatest gift we can ever receive.

· We will invite our family and friends to attend the Christmas 2017 celebration.
· God will touch the hearts of everyone who attends the Christmas 2017 celebrations.
· God to be with all involved in the celebration that they will be channels of His love.

· Hungry hearts will find fulfilment by accepting Jesus Christ.
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  (Isaiah 53:5)
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MALAYSIA MY NATION: Long Weekend Holiday
With Christmas being a Monday, it will be a long holiday weekend and with the school holidays, many people will take the opportunity to travel out of town or even out of the country. Many people will also be spending time with family and friends.
Pray:
· Journey mercies for everyone travelling during this time.
· May Christians share the true meaning of Christmas with pre-believers family and friends whom they will spend time with.
· God’s peace and love be with those, especially Christians, who will be away from their families during this time.
· May the people of God open their homes to the needs around them and extend love during this time.

· May the Love of God touch the hearts of everyone during this time, drawing them nearer to Him.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. (Luke 2:10-11)
· A TRANSFORMED WORLD: California Bush Fires    
There are about 17 wildfires in California with about 15 deaths (including a fireman) and thousands of homes burned to the ground. Winds roared with gusts of up to 60mph spreading the fires quickly and towns have been evacuated.
Pray: 
· Protection for the firemen as they battle the raging fires.
· People will take heed of warnings and leave their homes when they are told to.

· There will be more resources to help stop the fires.

· God will intervene in this situation that no more lives will be lost and the fires will stop.

· People who have lost properties and belonging, especially the poor, will be able to rebuild their lives after the fire. 

· People of God will arise during this time and help those in need.
I called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit. You heard my plea: "Do not close your ears to my cry for relief." You came near when I called you, and you said, "Do not fear." (Lamentations 3:55-57)
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