[image: image1.jpg]"Beginning well is a -
momentary thing; ‘
finishing well is a 2>

lifelong thing." N

<>
(Ravi Zacharias) x




PROCLAIM2017: I Am No Longer My Own But Yours

Senior Pastor, Chris Kam

"For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing." (2 Timothy 4:6-9) 

Introduction

As the year ends, we are often tempted to list down the achievements we have had throughout the year. These are things that Apostle Paul called “rubbish”. All that we achieved is nothing, compared to what God has done for us. 

All that we achieve and are able to do, is purely by His grace.

Let’s enter the New Year with thanksgiving in our hearts.
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BIG IDEA: I AM NOT LONGER MY OWN BUT YOURS

3 Important things we should remember 
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1 I have Fought the Good Fight
· Sometimes we don’t even know what we are fighting for.

· It is important to remember that we should be fighting the good fight.
· Our life itself is a fight. 

· Don’t fight for the wrong or silly things.

2 I have Finished the Race 
· There must be an endpoint / ending line for the race.
· The endpoint is whatever God has asked you to do.
· It is easy to start well in life. It is harder to finish well in life.
· Some have longer, some have shorter runways.

· Ask God, “What do you want me to do?”

3 I have Kept the Faith
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In the busyness of life or among all the good things, most of us have forgotten to become intimate friends with God. In Billy Graham’s Reflections on Life video (https://billygraham.org/video/reflections-billy-grahams-99th-birthday/), he talked about how it is possible for spiritual awakening to happen only when we as individuals, surrender our lives afresh and anew to Christ. In living a Christian life, we should:

1. Do everything we can to follow in the steps of Jesus

2. Read the Word of God everyday

3. Go to your knees and pray

Conclusion

Enter 2018 reflectively. 

Tying in with DUMC’s tagline in 2017 (Love God, Serve People, Make Disciples), ask yourselves:

· Have we loved God more?

· Have we served people more?

· Have we passed it on?

It would take us great effort to recite the Methodist Covenant Renewal Prayer. We would need the Holy Spirit’s help to read it. We are all on our way, with God’s help. 

In 2018, say, “I need to walk with you, Jesus.”

It is never about ourselves, but what God wants us to do now.
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
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