[image: image1.png]"Pain is pain and sorrow is sorrow. It hurts. It limits. It impoverishes.
It isolates. It restrains. It works devastation deep within the
personality. It circumscribes in a thousand different ways. There is
nothing good about it. But the gifts God can give with it are the richest
the human spirit can know."

~ Margaret Clarkson (1915-2008), Christian Hymn Writer and Author



Why, God? – Part One
Pastor Alex Tan
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. (1 Peter 1:3-7)
Hear my voice when I call, Lord; be merciful to me and answer me. My heart says of you “Seek his face!” Your face, Lord, I will seek. Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper. Do not reject me or forsake me, God my Saviour. Though my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will receive me. Teach me your way, Lord; lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors. Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, for false witnesses rise up against me, spouting malicious accusations. I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. (Psalm 27:7-14)

Introduction

There will come a time when your faith gets tested. When struck with tragedy - be it a sickness, gross mistreatment, accident, betrayal of a close one, wilful malice from others, even death - can you be truly confident in your faith? On one hand you know that you can “remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living” (Psalm 27:13) but when you are grappling with your faith or have questions because of what you are going through, this verse will not make much sense.
When the time comes and you question your faith, the pain is real. A recent poll from selected groups in Twenty35 was asked about their deepest, darkest questions. The Top 5 questions were:
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Corruption and injustice that go unpunished (114 respondents)

2. Christians who do not live a life of holiness (94 respondents)

3. People who lie and cheat to get their way (82 respondents)

4. Why I can’t seem to rid of the sin in my life (80 respondents)

5. A lack of true and deep friendship (71 respondents)
In an open-ended question section, many revealed that they struggle with questions regarding failure of the church, theological questions and personal issues. This reveals that many in this age group wrestle with questions surrounding their own self, their faith, the church and the nation. 
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BIG IDEA: 

Jesus suffered not so that we might not suffer but so that when we suffer, we might become like him.
Why would a good God allow suffering?
1 Suffer for Nothing
A number of us grew up “knowing” God. He is a good God. However, one point we will be hit by circumstances or another person’s actions for whatever reason, not of our own fault. The natural thing to ask is “Why did You let this happen? Why am I suffering for nothing?”. To the persecuted church in Asia Minor, Peter wrote: “In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.” (1 Peter 1:6-7)
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When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. (Isaiah 43:3)

The Bible often talks about suffering like gold refining in a furnace. In fact, it guarantees us that we will go through the “refining” process of discomfort and suffering. It is a natural response to back off, but we have a choice to allow ourselves be refined gold or to step away.
It is important to remember that when something bad happens, God does not stop being good. He still remains the higher law, as a moral law giver. Jesus himself experienced all kinds of suffering on His time on earth. When we humble ourselves and go to the cross, we learn what Jesus went through for us.
2 The Furnace
It is okay to question God. Even Jesus himself asked God “WHY?” to the Father while he hung on the cross.

And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" (which means "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"). (Mark 15:34)
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Pastor Alex shared that he and his daughter had been suffering from eczema (an inherited condition) and have been praying that God will heal them every day. People has approached him and the family will all sorts of suggestions, but there are some who tell them that they are suffering because they did not do enough of X, Y, Z or not praying enough, et cetera. In other words, they are saying “you deserve your suffering”. While all that was happening, Pastor Alex was struck by the imagery of the rope in the Journey to the Cross last week. Jesus was bounded by ropes, chafing against bare skin and was being brutally questioned by the Sanhedrin. Jesus, who had the power to call angels to resist arrest and be free from all accusations of blasphemy, was meek and silent like a lamb led for slaughter.
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This gives the confidence that all of us can bring our lives with whatever problems we have to the cross because Jesus went through pain and suffering while innocent and undeserving of death. Rest assured that in bringing the “whys” may not give the answer we want or need right now. What it gives us is clarity of what it is not. Jesus was not smiling on the cross. He was in excruciating physical pain. Over and above that, He experienced deep cutting emotional pain when even the Father turned away from Jesus on the cross. Yet at the pinnacle of His suffering, Jesus committed to “not my will, BUT YOURS BE DONE” (Luke 22:42). He went through the biggest furnace. He had been there and done that. 
No matter how big your “why”, know that He understands. Embrace the journey of the “why”, and know that God will answer you eventually.
3 Love God for Nothing
“Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. (Job 1:8-9)
Our natural tendency is to love someone for what they are able to offer. When there is nothing to be offered, are we able to still love that person?
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Job was tested precisely on this. Satan took everything from Job: his children, his wealth, his health, his reputation. Even his wife told him to curse God and die (Job 2:9). His friends told Job that he must have done for all these bad things to happen to himself. Yet Job remained faithful and true to God while there was nothing good left in his life to incentivize him to continue loving and fearing God.

When suffering happens, it reveals the truth about the self. Can we truly love God for nothing? How many can say that we love God for Himself? 

Learn to embrace that we may never know why we go through what we go through. Job was innocent, but hehad to suffer to proof his love and fear of God for nothing, instead of what God can give him. The biggest twist to Job’s story is that God did not give a direct answer as to why he went through so much. (Read Job 38 – 42)
[image: image8.jpg]


BIG IDEA: 

Jesus suffered not so that we might not suffer. Jesus suffered so that when we suffer we might become like him.

Parting words
A local Christian artist (Lew Tau Fei) was facing personal challenges in 2009 and was reflecting on James 1:12. Out of his quiet time, he was inspired to draw an art piece (on right) as the answer he received to the inner turmoil he faced: when God puts a full stop, do not turn it into a question mark. He brought his storms of tribulation to God and let God to turn it into showers of blessing.
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD. (John 16:33)

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)
Embrace the idea of not knowing the answer to your “whys”. Allow God to work in your life. Do not let your questions relating to your failures, struggles or suffering stop you from going to God and surrendering it all at His feet.
Sermon summary contributed by Adeliyn.
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