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Crying in the Rain
Stella Hoh
In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly. And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”
As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk and said to her, “How long are you going to stay drunk? Put away your wine.”
“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the Lord. Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”
Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.”
She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast.
Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the Lord for him.” (1 Samuel 1: 10-20)
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This message is for all of us and not just women, because all of us cry. Hannah was married to Elkanah, from the tribe of Ephraim. Besides Hannah, Elkanah has another wife, and her name was Peninnah. Besides having to share her husband, Peninnah was able to give birth. Hannah was barren. Peninnah was constantly provoking Hannah. Year on year, Peninnah provoked Hannah. Hannah wanted a child but she was unable to have one.  

Hannah’s Cry
10 In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly.
13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard.
15 “Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the Lord. 16 Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”
What does Rain represent?
Rain can represent different things in different seasons in our lives. 

· the pain / burden of lives.
· for women – their tears.

· for men – acts as a camouflage.
Men Alive says, “Real men cry.”

Crying is a natural response for something that we go through, something that burdens our heart. There is no shame in crying. Crying is just an outcome. 
The crux of the matter is – it rains!
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The question is, what is the rain in our lives? What is the burden of our heart that God has given us? For some, it’s the loss of loved one, the helplessness of the future, losing the purpose of living, betrayal of a loved one, failure. For Stella, it is failure. She has never failed in her studies before, in primary and secondary school. She was confident that her studying methods would also apply at the university level. However, she was shocked to find out that she failed. How would she face her parents? They were the ones who financed her education. Through this rain, she has learned that God can be trusted to do more than she can imagine. 
What can we learn from Hannah?

1 God’s Waiting
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Whenever there is rain in our lives, God is waiting for us, waiting to hear from us. She went to God, cried out and prayed. In her culture, she is deemed a failure for being unable to bear a child. 
In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly. And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.” (1 Samuel 1:10-11)
Who do we turn to in our rain? We usually will try to figure it ourselves first. And when we find that we cannot, we will run to the people around us and cry for help. After all has failed, then only we cry out to God. Why do we go to Him as a last resort? God is watching. He is watching us running around. He loves us. Why do we look elsewhere instead of looking up?

After Hannah prayed, she trusted God.

Hannah trusted God – her actions show she has found peace for her soul.
All this while when Peninnah was provoking her, Hannah has no appetited to eat. But after praying, her face was no longer downcast and she has appetite to eat. She knew that when she prayed that prayer, she was going to leave it to God. She trusted God. The question is, when the rain comes, cry to God. Leave it to God and trust Him.

She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast. Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then went back to their home at Ramah. (1 Samuel 1:18-19)
2 God’s Response
2.1 He heard her
Examples of God hearing us
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Genesis 21: 17 … abandoned
God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there.
Exodus 2:24 … captive

God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob.

Isaiah 38:5 … sickness

“Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will add fifteen years to your life.
You are praying to a God that is alive. He is not dead, He is not deaf. He is alive and He hears our cries.

2.2 He remembered her

He remembers us because He made us. He also remembers the promises He gave us. God remembered Hannah and gave her a son.

God also remembered Stella, as she wondered if she could go back to university because she has failed. Her parents were not angry with her, or rather, they did not show it. They comforted her. She was unable to go back to Australia to appeal. However, God provided a lecturer, whom she did not know, known to be sympathetic, to appeal on her behalf. Stella subsequently went back to Australia to find out the outcome of the appeal. The lecturer informed her that she was one of those who managed to go through. Stella found out that her name was somewhere towards the bottom of a list of those who failed, and it was through an amazing God that she managed to get through. God was gracious enough to answer her cries.
2.3 He answered her

Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the Lord for him.” (1 Samuel 1: 19-20)
3 God’s Waiting … Again
Focus on the Giver, not the gift.

Many times, when we cry out to God, we make promises to God. But when God answers, we tend to forget what we have promised God. We tend to forget on the Giver, as we focused on the gift.
Hannah made a promise to God and she kept it.
I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there. (1 Samuel 1: 27-28)
Unfortunately, there are not many people like Hannah. Why is it so difficult for us to remember our promises to God? Why is it difficult for us to trust God? It could be because we think we know best. 
Can you imagine what would happen if we learn to let go and trust God?
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Can you imagine what would happen if we kept our promises or let Him take charge?


Can you really trust Him rather than ourselves? Are we willing to surrender to God? Each one of us have a teddy bear that we hold closely to. Are we willing to let go?
And the Lord was gracious to Hannah; she gave birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord. (1 Samuel 2:21)
God’s teddy bear is much bigger than what we have.

If Stella did not fail, she would not be able to empathise with people in similar situation.

Conclusion
· In times of anguish, cry to God first – He’s waiting to help.
· When we cry, He hears, He remembers and He answers.

· And when He does, don’t forget to keep your promises and trust Him.

God can be trusted to do far more than we can imagine. What are we waiting for?
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Sermon summary contributed May.

Big Idea


God can be trusted to do far more than you can imagine.
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