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A Fully-Devoted Twenty35

Pastor Michael Ngui
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted[a] by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.  When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.  (Mark 1: 9-20)

A Jew is considered an adult after their Bar-mitzvah. They fulfil their household duties and seek approval from the adults. Jesus also recruited teenagers as disciples.  

Millennials are those born between 1980 and 2004. They are born in an age where they are seriously connected. They are more tolerable to differences. They rely heavily on technology. They are narcissistic as they focused on themselves. They grew up in developed places. Therefore, they feel entitled. They do not have political affiliations. They are not religious but spiritual. Pr. Mikes has only held three jobs in his life. A 23-year-old would have hopped three jobs too. They always look for something new

BIG IDEA: Discipleship is the lifelong journey of Knowing God and Becoming like Christ 

1. Discipleship is about Knowing God

Discipleship is about knowing God. It depended on everything else

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. (John 17:3)

What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ (Philippians 3:8)

1.1 Knowing God as He is revealed

God reveals himself by the Bible. Many people read B.I.B.L.E as (Basic instructions before leaving earth) but B.I should also be Basic Introduction as God reveals himself. This is who He is and this is how you are supposed to be.  The bible is our call to know God. The bible also knows what is right in an unrighteous society. One of Pastor Mike’s colleagues was having hiccups for one week even after meeting doctors. Pastor Mike offered to pray for him and he was healed. God is still here. As we hear other testimonies we experience how God walks with people in our midst.

1.2 Knowing God as the One who is your life.

Many people pray as if it is wishful thinking. When you pray expect God to answer. In the Alpha Course, Nicky Gumbel says that many people think that answered prayers are coincidences. Nicky Gumbel says that if that is the case, the more he prays, the more coincidences happen. So, he prays anyway. Wisdom does not fall like a nugget from the sky on your head. He walks with you through all your problems and speaks to you as you pray to Him. When you wake up every morning, instead of looking at your phone, just say “Good morning, Holy Spirit. 

Are you embarrassed to go to God because of your sin? Remember that God sent His Son to die on the cross even before you were born. There is nothing too bad you have done. 

2 Discipleship is to become like Christ

The way we live our life should emulate Christ. We must mature to be like Him.

Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. (Ephesians 4: 13, 15)

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. (1 Cor 11:1)

We must follow the example of Christ. It is the Goal of every Christian. How do we get there? We must be more aware of ourselves. We are so connected with everything that we are distracted.

Pastor Mike had a Walkman. Every time he walked to college and back, he constantly listened to it.  His friend asked, “Are you afraid to hear your own thoughts?” Give time to yourself. 

What you listen to will affect you. For example, if the news and songs you hear is sad, pessimistic and depressing, it will affect your mood as well.  

2.1 Become aware to yourself

· Learn to reflect (Stop for 20 minutes a day)

Reading the bible without reflecting is like looking in the mirror without noticing its reflection.  As you reflect in the bible you will be able to discern.  When we drive, we notice that many people rush through a red light and then stop suddenly. They can just pace themselves and stop at the right time. As you listen, you will be able to discern. 

· Offer to serve others.

Serve others without prejudices. You will grow to become who God wants you to be.

2.2 Grow morally toward Christlikeness

The core muscles are important in your body. Building the upper body alone will not result to a healthy body. The core muscles hold the muscles together. The moral centre is your core. Your heart is the core of your being. Our morals will result in your ethics.  Morals cannot develop overnight. It takes time to develop them. If you have a moral code to obey God’s law, you will prevent yourselves to accept illegal commissions and conduct sexual acts. Always begin with the word of God. 

in Romans 11, the bible condemns homosexuality. We must learn how to address immorality. When Jesus was confronted to stone the prostitute:

· Jesus did not condemn.
· Jesus asked them to sin no more.
· Be directed by the Holy Spirit.
3 Discipleship is a Journey

Discipleship is a lifelong process, it does not only happen in cell groups but in every stage of life from our workplace, marriage, and cell groups. God is at the lowest ravines and the highest mountains. He is everywhere and it is a constant journey. 

Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.  At my first defence, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. (2 Timothy 4: 9-11, 16)

Get to know disciples in Christ and learn from them. Be thick skinned and ask them for their time. As for the older ones among us, do not turn everyone to Pastor Daniel. Do not think that we do not have the stories that Pastor Daniel has. It is not really about teaching but our experience. How God is faithful in our lives. The millennials want to know how we walk with God. They want to know whether God is real.
3.1 Ask the Questions you need to ask 
When a young person shares their heart to you, do not be quick to judge. A person might approach you to talk about how they are struggling with homosexuality. We must not be quick to judge. They are also struggling and need someone to stand along with them. Give them space. Make it safe for them to speak without getting attacked. Do not turn away from scripture.

3.2 Discipleship is a lifelong process
Even apostle Paul was continuously learning and being discipled.  

Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. (1 Timothy 3: 14,15)

When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments. (2 Timothy 4:13)

Pastor Daniel Ho and Pastor Jim Yost are people who are in their 70’s and serving strong.

3.3 Be willing to share your learnings

Always be willing to learn. Never stop learning. Always be willing to share your life with others. Fuel someone to walk with you.
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