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"The Protegstant work gthie finds its application in many
contgxts in the twenty-first egntury. Perhaps the most obvious
is the phgnomgnon of 'faith based activism': rgligious groups
using their faith both as a platform and a guiding principlg for
social gngagement and voluntary work."

Alister McGrath (1953 - Present)
Theologian, Anglican priest, historian, apologist, scientist



LEAD 2018: Go into ALL the World
Pastor Jossy Chacko
"Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” James 1: 26-27
Introduction
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Works cannot save us. It can serve a purpose, but by itself it cannot give purpose. Jesus is the only one who can bring salvation. Attending church, cell group or other church activities are not the integral parts of faith. James tells us that we need to take control our tongues, take care of the orphans and widows and not be polluted by the world and worldly things.
In this letter, James had some harsh words for the church in his time.

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” James 2: 14-26

As people who have been saved, we have a responsibility to take care of one another in a practical manner - especially those who are orphaned or widowed - as brothers and sisters in Christ. A word of blessing cannot give a person clothes or food. Someone will need to give clothes or offer a meal to the person needing clothes and food. We need to make sure that we have a living out the faith, not a demonic or dead faith.

1 Demonic Faith

1.1 Have information and knowledge but No Change
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You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. (James 2: 19)
Demons believe in the One God - they can even quote Scripture! Yet they are not saved or their nature is not changed. The intellectual knowledge is like the seed in shallow soil – it grows but dies just as quickly because it did not take root.
The Christian life is not about filling in the blanks but about living your life.

1.2 Have information and knowledge but No Love

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (John 10:10)
Demons know the True God. Even though they knew who Jesus was, they hated Him. Their objective to this day remains to steal, kill and destroy.

1.3 Have information and knowledge but Do not Obey the Word

Knowledge does not change demons nor people. It is by obeying and applying the Word in their lives that lets the Word sink into the hearts to live out as a people saved.
2 Dead Faith

A church which does not care for one another is a dead church. The church does not bring any impact to the members much less to communities and society. Pastor Jossy illustrates with a story:
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A pastor is assigned to a dead church in village. He tried everything, but things remained the same in the village. As a last resort, he announced that the village will have a wake for this dead church. The people were curious and the whole village came the next weekend. That weekend they were greeted with funeral flowers, even a coffin for this dead church at the front. Funeral songs were played, the pastor gave the eulogy, and finally the pastor invited everyone to line up to pay their last respects. The curious villagers went up one by one to the coffin, only to be shocked by what they saw in the coffin and ran straight home! 
What was inside the coffin? A strategically placed mirror which showed the face of the person looking into the coffin! Because the faith of the people attending church was dead, therefore the church was the dead.

We need to come to life in our faith in order to be a living church. To do so, we need to practice faith in action.
If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. (1 John 3: 17-18)
3 Faith or works?
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. (James 2:24)
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At first glance, Paul (Ephesians 2:8-9) and James (James 2:24) seem to contradict each other. However, we need to remember that letters were written to specific situations facing specific churches. Paul wrote to churches where people were tempted to trust in their works for salvation, while James wrote to those who were disposed to think intellectual knowledge could save them.
3.1 Faith before Salvation

In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, he tells them that they needed only to believe in Jesus to be saved. This was due to some wayward teaching of that salvation is earned through a mix of Jesus and Old Testament practices. What Paul is telling the Church in Ephesus is they only needed to believe in Jesus to be saved - they are not bounded by the religious practices such as circumcision or animal sacrifices.
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Confronting “Christians”
James on the other hand was confronting people who considered themselves as Christians but had nothing to show for it except good Bible knowledge. These people were otherwise selfish and lazy - a poor example of a practicing Christian.
True faith expresses itself through its fruit, which is the work born from believer. (James 3:17, Ephesians 5: 8-11)

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47)
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The churches in India and Nepal under EMPART act as a family for those without a family. For the widowed, orphaned and thrown out by their families for converting to Christianity, the church act as their families, sharing and caring to ensure the needs among them are met. To those wishing to marry, the church helps to arrange marriages among believers, as culturally would have been done by their families. They live out Matthew 25: 35-46, where they are responsible for one another as they have a relationship in the Father, as established by the blood of Christ shed in the cross for us.
Conclusion

Three monkeys had a discussion on top of a tree. The first said, “Let’s jump.” The second concurred, “Yes, let’s jump.” The third echoed, “Yes, let’s jump.” They went back and forth on the same, but ultimately remained in discussion, on the tree. The church is also like the three monkeys if we are not careful. Let all of us be willing to get down and do the work: putting our faith into action. Let us not be just intellectual talkers, but one who knows the Word and puts the Word into action.
Sermon summary contributed by Adeliyn.
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