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“The first question which the priest and the Levite asked was:
If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?"

But...the good Samaritan reversed the question:
"If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?""

Martin Luther King Jr.
American Baptist minister and civil rights activist



My Neighbour Series I – The Most Unlikely Person: YOU!
Pastor Elisha Satvinder
And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” And He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?”  And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this and you will live.” But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” Jesus replied and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.’ Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbour to the man who fell into the robbers’ hands?” And he said, “The one who showed mercy toward him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.” (Luke 10:25-37 NASB)
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Introduction

‘Refugee’ is used commonly to refer to people who are forced to leave their homes for many reasons, including conflict and violence. We often hear of the crisis they face and their stories of fear and hardship but we do not feel their fear, loss or sense of displacement. 

The world today has a refugee problem – 25 million of its population are displaced with over fifty percent (>50%) of these under the age of 18 years. Most refugees come from underdeveloped countries such as Afghanistan, Myanmar, Somalia and Sudan. They are displaced due to war, ethnic cleansing, and religious issues. The key challenge of repatriating the displaced persons are persistent unrest in their home countries and dwindling doors opened to them because of their religion or ethnicity.
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Pastor Elisha said empathically that mostly children are side-lined when it comes to refugees. In Malaysia about 30,000 of these are not in school and they are being targeted by human traffickers and gangs because these children are vulnerable. They have little to no access to basic education, healthcare or legal protection. Dignity for Children Foundation has had over 7,000 people from 20 different nations coming through their doors with about 150 workers of different ethnic and national backgrounds helping these.
Refugees – these are the ones God calls “your neighbour”. The call to respond is found in Scripture Leviticus 19:33-34 where it says, “When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” It is by treating the foreigner well, that they will encounter the Living God.
1. The Most Likely Person(s): the Priest and the Teacher of the Law
A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. (Luke 10:30-32)
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There is a road leading to Jerusalem that is known for its outlaws and robbers who will jump and murder their victims to the point where it is known as “The Bloody Path”. In this story, Jesus tells of a Jewish man who was robbed and beaten to the point of near death and left to die on the side of the road. A travelling priest saw him and decided to pass by. Sometime later, a teacher of the law was on the same road, saw the half dead man, and decided to pass by. They may have had legitimate reasons: the road was known for its robbers, perhaps the man was a decoy. Anyhow they wanted to play safe.
Note that this is a Jewish priest and a Jewish Teacher of the Law. They have studied the Torah and the Laws of Moses – they have been thoroughly trained in the Law - in fact, they taught the Law! They are the two most likely to help their fellow Jew, yet they rather break the Laws they studied (and taught!) so that they are safe and not inconvenienced.

2. The Most Unlikely Person: The Samaritan
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“But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.” (Luke 10:33-37)
Samaritans are despised by the Jews due to differences of religious practice and ethno-religious mixing. It is not likely at all for a Samaritan to help a Jew. But in this story, the Samaritan saw this nearly dead Jewish man, took pity on him, used his own supplies to tend to the man’s wounds, put the man on his donkey, got the man to an inn to take care of him. Furthermore, he paid the innkeeper upfront to tend to the wounded man and offered to pay whatever amount spent by the innkeeper to take care of the man. The Samaritan did not just show mercy, but great generosity to a Jew – a cultural and religious enemy.
3. The Unlikely Couple: Elisha and Petrina 

Pastor Elisha and his wife, a mixed-race couple, felt the call to start up a church in an unlikely corner called Sentul – a place known for the poor. One day, they were in the squatters with dirty children, one even defecated in the pants. Petrina gathered the children and washed them without question. For the past twenty years, their foundation Dignity for Children encountered the lost and left behind. Pastor Elisha and Petrina themselves adopted some of the refugee children to be part of their own family, even though they have two biological daughters. The children they brought up have grown up to be activists for the rights of women, education and refugees. The children they brought up have gone on to be an inspiration to their own communities to break the cycle of abuse and poverty: an inspiration to live because there is a hope and a future.

Pastor Elisha says the Seminary taught his mind, but the Poor educated his soul. His challenge to the church is take the Gospel as the Inconvenient Truth, to challenge ourselves as Christians, to expose ourselves to the marginalized and help them. Many of us have more than enough, to the point where ironically it becomes inconvenient for us to part with what we have. Even now as Malaysia have a new government, this will not guarantee our safety. He reminded the church of Mordecai’s rebuke to Esther, “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape” (Esther 4:13).
He further challenged the church (especially the younger in age) that we are part of an amazing story and that we can be the inspiration to others. The disciples were young when Jesus called them and when they went out to the world to spread to Good News. Queen Esther was young when she prevented the ethnic cleansing of the Jews. When the opportunity is presented, we have a choice to take the Kingdom risk and be a Kingdom changer. 
Conclusion
This tale is not about “the Good Samaritan”. The story Jesus told highlights racism, ethnic and religious issues, and religious hypocrisy. When asked, who was the neighbour to the wounded man, the answer was clearly the one who had mercy on him.

Refugees are more than just people displaced by war and violence. They are more than their ethnicity or religious beliefs. Our God loves without prejudice. Each of us is an unlikely candidate to bring this inconvenient truth (the Gospel) and invade the lives of our neighbours – to bring the persecuted into the conspiracy of kindness. 

It is not calling to love our neighbours. It is a commandment. (Mark 12:31)
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Sermon summary contributed by Adeliyn.
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