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Prayer Series - Breath 4: God’s Provision

Senior Pastor, Pastor Chris Kam

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. “This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6: 5-15)

Introduction

The phrase “Give us today our daily bread” refers to God’s provision. It is the platform where we tend to spend most of our prayer time on. The Lord’s Prayer starts off with a declaration of honour to God / Abba / Dad / Father. His name is holy. Then, it is about His Kingdom. It is not about the self, but about God. Neither are following verses. It is all about God.

The Big Ideas for the first 2 platforms:

	1 - Honour
	To Pray is to Know the Heart of God.

	2 - God’s Kingdom
	To Pray for His Kingdom to come is to extend the Heart of God to the World.


This week’s BIG IDEA: 

To Pray for our Daily Bread is to know the Heart of God for us.

The bread is not just for our daily need or sustenance. It is also an acknowledgement of God’s provision and providence. He is the source of every good thing.

We need to learn to pray rightly. Never treat God like an ATM or a genie in a bottle, going to Him only when we need Him. If we were to have a playback of a week’s prayer, what kind of prayers do we mostly say? We can be very self-centered that we often forget to honour God. We must remember to be God-centered.
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God’s promises for us

God owes me nothing except that which He promised.

We must know God’s promises so that we can pray effectively. We live by God’s grace, not that we deserve it. Do not hold to God for what He did not promise us. What He has promised, He will fulfil.
Two things that stands out from “Give us today our daily bread.”:

a) God gives what is sufficient for today.

b) God gives not according to what I want, but what I need. The daily bread is super-essential.

God knows our needs, even before we pray and ask Him for it.

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:35) 

When “bread” is mentioned, some people think of it as money (as in breadwinners), while some may think of it as healing. 
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In the Old Testament, during the 40 years of exile, the Israelite would collect manna from heaven, daily, as food. If they took an extra portion, the extra would become rotten. If they did not collect enough, they will still end up with having enough. In other words, God will provide just enough food for the Israelite, for each day.

In the same way, when Jesus said, “I am the bread of life”, he is saying that he is sufficient for us and as we understand that, we would be able to draw closer into the presence of God

And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. (Phil 4:19)
This was written in the context of having an attitude of contentment, and not to be greedy. There should be a spirit of generosity and sharing. Do not go off in a way that we forget the poor, be a blessing to the people around us. Be sensitive to the needs of the people around us.

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. (Phil 4:12)
Being in a posture of contentment allows us the opportunity to be a blessing to others. It honours God.

2. God’s conditions for us

Every promise carries with it legitimate conditions.
For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3:10)
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Do not sit at home, be lazy and do nothing, waiting for food. Go and work, and trust God to provide you with the money that you will earn.
However, be careful not to be under-doing nor over-doing. “Do not be a shark”.

Learning to rest in God does not mean that we do nothing, or overdo the things that we need to do and not ask God. We must learn to rest in God, and not worry- Salvation comes when we take the step to accept Christ as Lord and Saviour. Not just saying, but living it out. Forgiveness comes from repentance. Blessings come through obedience.

Avoid having a narrow vision of what life is. Otherwise, we will get confused, become less trusting and mess up our lives. He may not answer because it is not what we need, and just what we want.

3 Basics conditions to answered prayers / what posture should we have when we pray:

a) It must be offered from a pure heart

You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. (John 14:14)
Know who has the right authority.
And receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. (1 John 3:22)
Have the right obedience.
When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. (James 4:3)
Examine yourself. Watch your heart. Ask with right motives.
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It must be in accordance to God’s will 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him. (1 John 5:14-15)
How do we know what is God’s will for our lives? 90% of it can probably be found in the bible. You can pray rightly when you understand His will. Most of our decisions should be based on the principles of what is found in the bible. But the problem is that most do not know the Scripture well enough.

c) It must be accompanied by faith

“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” (Matthew 21:22)

This is the verse that has caused many to backslide. They may say that they believed, or that they have prayed by faith, but did not get the answer they want because of fruitless frustrating prayers where their motives are wrong and not in accordance of what God’s will is.

We tend to get disillusioned when we force God to fulfil our prayers, or when we pray and misquote Bible verses.  

A classic example, Isaiah 53:5 (NKJV), says, “by His stripes we are healed.” - What it means is that God promised spiritual healing, so that we would have freedom from sin, and be reconciled to God. It should not be misread nor misused as a definite promise for physical healing. 

Also, God did not promise good circumstances in everything. What He did promise is that He will give us wisdom, grace and guidance when we go through difficulties in our lives.

Anyone of us can pray for healing. More importantly is how we define God when we pray.

	1
	God Can
	Theological Statement
	Do not reason that because He can so he has to do it.

	2
	God Will
	Presumptuous
	Do not assume that He will definitely do it.

	3
	God Must
	Spoilt Brat
	Do not throw a tantrum or be upset an insist on God doing things your way.

	4
	God is
	True Faith
	what he has to be. He knows what is good for us.


Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses. (1 Timothy 5:23)

Even a man of God suffers from illnesses. What is said is that a little wine can be used as a medicine for the stomach. It does not mean that we can or should overindulge in wine.

There are 4 different types of sicknesses:
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Sickness unto death

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned (Romans 5:12)

We are all destined to die once before judgement. We will physical death due to sin, but we also can have eternal life.

2. Sickness for chastisement

That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 11:30)

Do you only see God’s grace, love and mercy, or do you also see justice? You may still need to suffer even after receiving forgiveness. We reap what we sow.
3. Sickness for the glory of God

Story of Lazarus: When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” (John 11:4)

Story of the blind man: "Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.” (John 9:3)

God does not cause the sickness, but He allows it to happen so that through people’s glorious death, His name may be glorified.

4. Sickness due to demonic presence

- We may have to go through deliverance to be free from demonic influences in our lives.
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Then, there are 4 lies that the devil uses against us:

i. Faithful people do not get sick

ii. Faithful people do not stay sick, because God must heal them.

iii. You did not pray hard enough.

iv. God has abandoned you.

Do not ask God why you are experiencing sicknesses. Instead ask Him, “What are you teaching me? What is it all about?”

Of course, we can and should also continue to pray to God to claim healing but it also depends on the circumstances that we go through. We can have hope in our hearts, and continue to trust in Him. Even in present day, there can be supernatural healing. 

Through it all, we must have a holistic understanding of God’s will in our sicknesses. When we are narrow minded, and we do not recognize the above conditions, then we will not see the big picture of our lives and what God has intended for our lives.

3. God’s desire for us

God is interested in my character and perspective of eternity.
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Apostle Paul said: “Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

- In the midst of sickness, God can work through us, so that people can see His Power.

“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42)
- Through prayer, God grooms us to be Christlike. And to be like Christ, we should aspire to do God’s will too.
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

Conclusion
God will always be there for you. Thank God for taking care and looking after you. Trust that God really loves you very much.
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
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