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The voice of One Crying: Hearing God
YB Hannah Yeoh
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
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Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.

He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”

“No,” they answered.

He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. (John 21:1-14)

Introduction
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Hearing God’s voice starts and ends with prayer. God can direct our lives. How do we know that God has spoken to us instead of our own voice or imagination?
People often look from place to place, searching for the voice of God. People are often spiritual even if they are not Christians. When grief and untoward incidents happen to us, we start to question in the midst of the trauma. We search for the real God. We can struggle with our identities in life and we also struggle to be loved and wanted. 

When God speaks

· Word

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)
Check if it is in accordance with God’s word. If it is in contradiction, seek counsel from leaders. God speaks to us through the Bible. 
· Clarity 

For God is not a God of disorder but of peace—as in all the congregations of the Lord’s people. (1 Corinthians 14:33)

Sometimes we have many dreams and we are not sure if it is from God or from the enemy. The best indicator is always a clear dream in which we can see the details and we can pay attention. If you are confused, check the source and speak to spiritual leaders.

· Precision

So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. (John 21:11)
Sometimes God may want to test our obedience but generally, when God tells us to do something, the instructions will be very precise. The Bible contains numbers and details; such as 153 fishes. There must be reasons for the precision. 
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BIG IDEA

God can speak to us through His word, prophecies, dreams and visions. 
1 Word
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God shows us that he loves us for who we are inside. Every time the Lord speaks, it will go out and achieve His purpose and not return to Him void. 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

(Matthew 6:25-34)
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Why did God say not to worry about what we will wear or eat? Why did God say he cares for us more than the birds of the air and the lilies of the field?

‘Birds of the air’ refer to sparrows, which are small, unnoticeable and unremarkable. They do not even have a song. However, if there is a lonely sparrow on the roof, God sees and even though sparrows are cheap, not one falls to the ground except by God’s will. God cares for us more than sparrows. 

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. (Matt 10:29)
Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. (Luke 12:6)
‘Lilies of the field’ are flowers that last for only 24 hours. They are short-lived, used and purposeless. They are used to fuel fire. If you feel purposeless and used by people, be assured that God cares for you more than these. We do not need to be stressed about our appearances because God cares for us. This God we serve loves us so much. This is found in His word.

Some people receive salvation through scripture. Hencem we should keep sharing scriptures with our friends as these rhema words may change their lives.
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Prophecy
We can also hear from God through prophecies. However, we should not go chasing after prophecies to make the prophecies come true. Keep the prophecy in your hearts. If it is indeed from God, it will come to pass. Seek counsel, pray and ask for confirmation. 
3 Dream
God can also speak through vivid dreams. Dreams can be confirmed via the scriptures in the Bible and through people speaking to us. 
4 Vision
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“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. (John 21:3)
After Jesus was crucified, the disciples were disillusioned and went fishing again but caught nothing. Sometimes we feel discouraged and everything seems stacked against us. 
Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.  He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. (John 21:4-6)
We can argue with God and say that our efforts are futile. However, listen and obey God’s precise instructions when he does speak to us.

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. (John 21:7)
Sometimes, because of past testimonies or experiences with God, we assume God wants us to do the same things again. Here John assumes he will be walking on water again but he did not; he went into the water again. However, do not assume. God may want us to move out of our comfort zones. Be prepared for different instructions in different seasons. 
God can speak to us through visions. He may give us instructions and we have to stay in faith. He will fulfil the vision.
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Conclusion

We need one thing – faith.
“When I pray, I expect”

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)
We should expect God to show up and speak when we seek Him. We should not listen to men and we should obey God even when He asks us to leave our comfort zones. When circumstances appear bleak despite our best efforts, we should continue waiting for the next set of instructions and obey what God tells us to do. He desires to speak to each one of us so our destinies can be fulfilled. When the darkness is greater, there is more opportunities for our light to shine.
Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain. (Psalm 127:1)
Hearing from the Lord is important. Continue doing good until specific instructions come. He may even ask us to die to self and expect more from us. Be obedient to God’s instructions. Give your ears to God and ask God to help you hear His voice. When God speaks, it will happen.
God is not human, that he should lie,
    not a human being, that he should change his mind.
Does he speak and then not act?
    Does he promise and not fulfill? (Numbers 23:19)

When God speaks over your life and when you cooperate, it will happen.
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Sermon summary contributed by Zhenli.
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