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Studies in the Book of Judges IV: Samson - A Distracted Leadership

Founding Senior Pastor, Dato’ Dr Daniel Ho

“The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the LORD blessed him, and the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. When he returned, he said to his father and mother, "I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife." His father and mother replied, "Isn't there an acceptable woman among your relatives or among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?" But Samson said to his father, "Get her for me. She's the right one for me." (His parents did not know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for at that time they were ruling over Israel.) Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. The Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had done. Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her. Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion's carcass. In it was a swarm of bees and some honey, which he scooped out with his hands and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey from the lion's carcass. Now his father went down to see the woman. And Samson made a feast there, as was customary for bridegrooms.” (Judges 13:24-45; 14:1-10, NIV84)

Introduction
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The role of leadership is important and critical because at the heart of it, we have to lead our own lives. The leadership of our lives will determine whether we will come out well or not. Some people who do not lead their own lives become more like followers than influencers. These people will see that their dreams are not fulfilled. 

When there is good leadership in the family, community, or nation, the family, community and nation will be blessed. When we lead our own lives well, we will be blessed. When there is not good leadership, we will suffer. The problem with poor leadership is usually in ourselves.

In the life of Samson, he had been so distracted in his role and responsibility as a judge and leader, that he could not focus in the process, in what he was supposed to be fulfilling that God has called him to do in a remarkable way. He forgot about his role, and the position that God has place upon his life, when he got distracted. 

How is Samson’s distracted leadership shown in his life?

1. His impulsive ways

Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. When he returned, he said to his father and mother, "I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife."  His father and mother replied, "Isn't there an acceptable woman among your relatives or among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?" But Samson said to his father, "Get her for me. She's the right one for me." (Judges 14:1-3)
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Impulsive = rash, hasty, impetuous, insistent, “my way”. 

1.1 We see the consequences of his impulsiveness

Context:  Samson married the Philistine woman. He then gave a riddle for the Philistine men. After three days, they threatened Samson’s wife. So, she pestered Samson who finally gave in and gave her the answer. She in turn, told the answer to the Philistine men who proceeded to tell it to Samson. Samson then killed thirty men in Ashkelon so that he could give the Philistine men the promised clothes. Burning in anger, he returned to his father’s home, while his wife was given away to one of his companions.

“Later on, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat and went to visit his wife. He said, "I'm going to my wife's room." But her father would not let him go in. "I was so sure you thoroughly hated her," he said, "that I gave her to your friend. Isn't her younger sister more attractive? Take her instead." Samson said to them, "This time I have a right to get even with the Philistines; I will really harm them." So he went out and caught three hundred foxes and tied them tail to tail in pairs. He then fastened a torch to every pair of tails, lit the torches and let the foxes loose in the standing grain of the Philistines. He burned up the shocks and standing grain, together with the vineyards and olive groves. When the Philistines asked, "Who did this?" they were told, "Samson, the Timnite's son-in-law, because his wife was given to his friend." So the Philistines went up and burned her and her father to death. (Judges 15:1-6)

1.2 He loses his cool and therefore his head

“Samson said to them, "Since you've acted like this, I won't stop until I get my revenge on you." He attacked them viciously and slaughtered many of them. Then he went down and stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam.” (Judges 15:7-8)

Impulsiveness will always backfire.

“But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:5)

Keep cool. Be sober.

Unfortunately, Samson’s anger turned into rage, and he acted irrationally.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22,23)

If we wrestle with self-control, come before God and say to Him, “Help me.” Confess and repent, be empowered by the Holy Spirit. There can be breakthroughs in your life.

2 His impotent work
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One day Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute. He went in to spend the night with her. … Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah.” (Judges 16:1,4-5)

2.1 Not recognizing and working on his weakness

Samson was the strongest man in the world, with the ability to carry the city gates on his shoulders, up a slope, but he had a weakness with women.

Areas where we may have weaknesses in: money (credit card), anger / rage, women (passion).

Another example of a man who had a weakness in women was Roy Cleveland Sullivan, who was struck by lightning 7 times, surviving each time, but when the lady he loved jilted him, he committed suicide.

2.2 The world’s way:  Project your strength and cover up your weakness

The world tells us to impress people with our strength, ability and capacity but cover up and shut out our weaknesses. The world tells us not to let people know about our weaknesses and struggles.
2.3 The Christian way:  Harness our strength but work out our weakness. 

Use our strength to the full, but acknowledge, confront and confess our weaknesses.

Get people to work with us, to help us to overcome and not pretend that the problem is not there.

2.4 How should we respond, especially relating with the opposite sex:

· Draw boundaries in our relationships.

Male pastors should not counsel women, one to one. They should ask their wives to come along or pass the case to the wife.

[image: image5.png]


Avoid dinners one-on-one too often, nor give lifts out of convenience, to the other person. Even while serving in the same ministry. One thing can lead to another, and ‘things’ can happen. 

In the Billy Graham ministry, men and women have to fly separately. 

· Be transparent and accountable in one’s ways

Keep your doors open if you have a meeting with a colleague

Inform your spouse if you’re having lunch with a colleague of the opposite sex.

When there’s nothing to hide, there is nothing to lose, proof nor fear There is no need to ‘cover our tracks’. 

· Walk always in the fear of God

Fear God, not men. 

“Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.” (Proverbs 29:25)
1 Peter 2 teaches us to fear God, and honour the king.

When we walk in the fear of God, we will become very careful, thoughtful, and guarded in all that we do. We will do things that will honour, worship, glorify and please God. 

God sees and knows what we do all the time. 
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His imperilled witness

Context: The Philistines were trying to capture Samson because he had been so vicious. They were unable to do so. So, they offered money to his wife, Delilah in exchange for the secret to Samson’s weakness. After many rounds of nagging, Samson finally revealed that his strength was in his hair. While he slept, she had his hair shaved off, and his strength left him. Delilah called out to the Philistine men to come one last time. Samson was then arrested, and his eyes gouged out. He was put in prison to grind the grain, and they bind him with shackles. But while in prison, his hair began to grow again. The Philistines had gathered to celebrate the capture of Samson, and they decided to bring him out to entertain the crowd. Samson stood and leaned among the pillars.

Then Samson prayed to the LORD , "O Sovereign LORD , remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes." Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, Samson said, "Let me die with the Philistines!" Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived. Then his brothers and his father's whole family went down to get him. They brought him back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel twenty years. (Judges 16:28-31)
3.1 It short-circuited his work and mission. 

There are four chapters in the book of Judges on Samson, who ruled Israel for 20 years, but tragically, the account was all negative. There was nothing good recorded about Samson. Only his foolish and nonsensical work. Everything was cut short in his life. 20 years just passed him by.

In our own life journal, what would we or others write about our lives? Are there good things to be written, or total blankness? 

3.2 Besides women, Samson has a problem with vindictiveness
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Samson said to them, "Since you've acted like this, I won't stop until I get my revenge on you. (Judges 15:7)

Then Samson prayed to the LORD , "O Sovereign LORD , remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes." (Judges 16:28)

Samson, a man full of vindictiveness, seeking opportunity to take revenge.

3.3 Revenge is like a cancer that can eat us from the inside out

Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. (Romans 12:19)

It is a frightening because if we have a vindictive attitude and posture, we will always be looking for opportunities to hit back, to take revenge, to deal with the person. All our lives will be caught up with the ‘when’, ‘where’, and ‘how’ to hit back. We will lose focus on what is important. Instead of keeping in mind the big picture of what God has called us to do, we get distracted by focusing on small little things. We end up arguing and fighting with one another. It saps the energy out of us to the touch the world for Jesus Christ.

It is important to guard our hearts. Yes, we can get hurt. It is a reality of life. Not that we are out to hurt people, or when people hurt us. Sometimes, it is unintentional. Move on in life. Do not be pre-occupied with the wrong things in life.

Conclusion

The key is forgiveness. It is a choice to forgive the pain and wound before it festers and eats into us. Unforgiveness can cripple our lives. It is a tragedy that there are people who get angrier as they grow older. 
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During an altar call at a church in London, Pastor Daniel made a call for those who wanted to extend forgiveness. A woman put her finger up. She went forth to be prayed for. She grew up in Romania. Her parents often quarrelled and the marriage descent into violence and the mother was violated and beaten up. After their divorce, the woman was no longer in the right mind and could not care for her daughter who was then left her with the father. The father remarried but that relationship also deteriorated. The daughter grew up thinking, “One day when I grow up, I will make sure my father gets back what he deserves.” 

That afternoon, as she chose to release forgiveness to her father, God by His grace and mercy, ministered and delivered her. She said, “For the first time in my life, all the anger, bitterness and resentment that has been in my heart for years, rolled off my shoulders, and I walked out of this place free.”
God would want to do the same thing for all of us. If there is any wound, pain, frustration, disappointment, disillusionment, betrayal, etc, we should come to God. He is a God of grace and second chance, there is always an opportunity to encounter God in a fresh new way in Jesus Christ. Be forgiven, and restored. Be freed from all the hatred, anger, bitterness, enslavement, and chains that has bound us. Be set free so that we could live a life that God has designed us to live. 

Live with joy, with celebration, with focus and in fulfilling what God has intended us to do. Do not be distracted and side-tracked. By God’s grace, at the end of our lives, we can look back in life, and there would be good things we can write. Though we have made mistakes, there is also a place for forgiveness, restoration and putting right. A way to walk out clean and free so that we can live a life that is focused on ministry and mission that God has given us and be a wonderful witness for Jesus Christ. 
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
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