Advent 2: God is Love[image: image1.png]“God bestows His blessings without discrimination. The followers of Jesus are children of God,
and they should manifest the family likeness by doing good to all, even to those who deserve
the opposite.” ~F.F. Bruce





Reverend Irvin Rutherford

“We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.  Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the darkness.  Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble. But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them.” (John 2:3-11)
Introduction

Reverend Irvin is thankful for DUMC for blessing Global Ministries. He will be continuing to preach at 80, 90 and 100. He aspires to overtake Billy Graham who preached at 99. Pastor uses Grab to preach to the drivers. Pastor has a few favourite drivers who wait to drive him again.
Christmas is the conflict of the ages because God loves the world but he must send his son to die for us. He has to kill his son to defeat the overlord of darkness. He sent a babe to become a Lord of Light and Love. 

BIG IDEA: God Has Love, Is Love and His Love Changes Us
1 God has love
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“For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” (Eph3:14-19)

There was a famous Tan Sri who was a very stern contractor, he was in huge debt of almost 5 billion. He took an European cruise to relax but his mind was not at ease. He constantly called his office. Once they landed in St. Petersburg, Russia, he took a walking tour and went to the cathedral. Once in the cathedral, he saw the cross and gave his life to God. He knelt and told his wife he accepted Christianity. His wife reminded him that he needs to wholeheartedly surrender to God. He then God back and started devouring scripture. God has love for everyone. [image: image3.jpg]



2 God is Love 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.” (1 John 4:8)

Loving God is not a ‘once upon a time love” but he loved us to send Jesus to us to die for us. We in turn should love others. There are 3 kinds of people Reverend Irwin is concerned about; the young, the free thinker and the self-satisfied.

2.1 
The Young

The young are inexperienced and think they know God. The young who believe and walk in the light will never go to darkness. Reverend Irwin only wants four things - a good night’s sleep, overcoming  joy, clear pathway to the toilet and honour.

There will come a time when the young grow older and appreciate the love and faith to God. The young should give honour to the church and to God. The young have not seen their heart break. 

Reverend Irwin was living in a farm as a child with eight siblings in a farm. They used to raise horses and plant vegetables. At 16 he moved to the city. He was working at a cold storage. He met his first crush, Donna. He dated her and for the summer and at the end of summer, she went back to Arkansas to finish high school. He wanted to go to spend the rest of the summer with Donna. He was riding the horses in Donna’s farm. One day when riding his horse, an angel of the Lord came and asked him to go home. He ran to the bus station and went home and he is here today. 

God is always reaching out to them.

2.2   The Free Thinker

The Free Thinker feels that he does not need God's love. A free thinker is only free if he is free from the force of tradition and the tyranny of passion. No one is free from these. Bertrand Russell agree that no one is free from these two things. Reverend Irwin has done motivational talks to big multinational companies. He is spoken to thousands to people around Asia. Once, during his break in Shangri La, he overheard a conversation from two people. “I am a free thinker”. To this, a Christian replied “I too am a free thinker. Since Jesus came to my life, I am truly free from bondage.” God's love sets us free from the bondage of sin.  [image: image4.jpg]



2.3 The self-satisfied

And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:16-21)

You will be able to see the celebrations outside. God’s love for humankind is rich, noble, high, wide and kind. Reverend Irwin was in Davao for a camp. When he arrived, the campsite was empty. He then went to the beach where they were gathered because two of the girls drowned due to the [image: image5.jpg]


undercurrent. The fishermen and divers were looking for them and two dead girls was lying dead. He then asked them to pray in the spirit and they rose from the dead. 30 years later, Reverend Irwin spoke in Teen Challenge Singapore. They had an appreciation BBQ dinner where many people testified about how he blessed them. Finally, the last person was one of the girls God rose up from the dead. She is now a pastor pastoring a church of 1000 people in Metro Manila.

3 God’s Love Changes us

Leonard Heng Soon Chai was a patient from Woodbridge transferred to a drug rehab centre. Soon Chai interviewed him and rejected his mystical books. He came into the programme and no friends wanted to sit with him. Reverend Irwin wished that he would go away. Soon Chai soon was about to leave and he told Reverend Irwin “I am leaving here because nobody loves me.” Pastor was deeply hurt because here was a mental patient from Woodbridge who was crazy but smart enough to know who loves him or not. Pastor pleaded with him and told him “Teach me how to love”. He followed the mission ship Logos. He got a Master degree in Singapore and went to Canada to do his PhD. He attended the Salvation army church in Canada with his wife and became captain. He is now serving in Singapore. God’s love changes us. God’s love covers a multitude of sins. Christmas is the story of changed humanity. [image: image6.jpg]
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Sermon summary contributed Abbey Thangiah.
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