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Senior Pastor Chris Kam
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. (Colossians 3:1-5)

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18)
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BIG IDEA: The Gospel Grows and Matures You to be more Christ-like


[image: Image result for cross]The Big Idea for this sermon aligns with DUMC’s tagline to Love God, Serve People, and Make Disciples toward Christlikeness. 

Introduction
The 3 Phrases that Scripture talks about in regard to the Gospel:

1. You have been saved. 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

2. You are being saved
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:18)

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. (Romans 7:24-25)

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling. (Philippians 2:12)

3. You will be saved
And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. (Romans 13:11)

How sure are you that you are saved? If you were to die tonight, do you know where you will go? It is not by your works that you are saved, it is by grace, it is by Jesus. 

The Gospel is good for all of life – past, present and future.

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! (Romans 5:9-10)

We are still being saved even now in life. We need to be saved from:

1. Ourselves 
– our self-centeredness and loving of ourselves. God can move us from our self-centeredness to God-centeredness.

2. Destructive habits of life 
– sinful habits. Good news is that sin has no mastery over us, we can say no to sin.

We are called, in Philippians 2:12, to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, which means that we need to take our faith seriously.

Christian Growth Assessment: How are we growing? It is not about being a better person or a more religious person. The definition of growth for a Christian is: How are we more Christ-like? How has Jesus rubbed off on me as I spend time with Him?


1 The Gospel is not just an insurance for heaven but for living out a Christ-like reality on earth

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:1-3)

This is the heaven insurance mentality, a ‘get out of jail, go to heaven’ card. The truth is, we still have a runway here on earth. Some Christians work really hard for the wrong reasons – to try and save themselves. This is the performance mind set. 

[image: Image result for get out of hell, get into heaven free card]Yet on the other end of the pole, there are Christians who just want a ticket to heaven. They see life as an opportunity for enjoyment and relaxation. They want God to bless them with health and wealth, without the commitment of surrendering every area of their lives to Him. They want to do only the minimum. This mentality makes lazy Christians, and this way, they miss out on the full life Jesus wants us to have here and now on earth. 

We need to remember that God will judge our works on earth, and some of our works will be rewarded, whereas some will be burned up. Honour Jesus with your life here on earth and experience His blessings here on earth. We live like pilgrims for our home is in heaven. 


2 The Gospel is not just about behaviour modifications but for heart transformation

[image: Image result for heart transformation]And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18)

Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:31-32)

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10)

It is not just mere behaviour modifications or kicking bad habits, it is about becoming more Christ-like as we walk with Him. 

The Difference between Behaviour Modifications and Heart Transformation:

	Behaviour modifications
	Heart transformation

	Doing it because someone asks you to do it
	Doing it because you want to do it



The difference is in the heart – the heart is transformed.

How do we know if we have grown? Do we have a desire to read God’s Word? Do we have a desire to go to church or we go because our spouse tells us to?

“The closer I walked with God, I realized how holy God is and how wretched I am. I realized that I need Him more than ever, and I understand the depravity of my soul. I understand grace. I am saved not because of who I am but because of Jesus.” ~Senior Pastor Chris Kam

Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. (Hebrews 6:1-2)

There is a Spiritual Birth and a Spiritual Delivery Room for Christians. The standard procedure for Spiritual Birth includes these four steps:

	1. Repentance
	Choosing to walk a different way

	2. Faith in God
	Believing in Him, and understanding what you believe

	3. Instruction about Cleansing Rites
	Water baptism

	4. The Laying on of Hands
	Baptism of the Holy Spirit



These are the basic foundations for a healthy Spiritual Birth. If this is not done rightly, you will struggle to grow as a Christian in life. Some of us need to return to the Spiritual Delivery Room to get it right. 

3 The Gospel is not just about a religious belief system but a faith in Christ

[image: Image result for Christianity more than a religion, it's a relationship]For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. (Colossians 3:3-4)

“If you love me, keep my commands”. (John 14:15)

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. (Galatians 5:24-25)

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. (Colossians 3:5)

Christianity is not about a set of beliefs we have, it is a relationship that we have with Jesus Christ. It is not merely knowing a lot about Jesus, for even the devil knows a lot about Jesus. The difference between a believer and a non-believer is that the believer knows Him intimately and has a relationship with Him. 

Conclusion

GROWING IN THE GOSPEL

	Growing awareness of God’s holiness

	When the Gospel is functioning correctly in our lives, first, we will have a growing awareness of God’s holiness. We realise in fuller and deeper ways the weight of God’s glorious perfections.

	Growing awareness of our sinfulness
	In the same light, we will also have a growing awareness of our own sinfulness. We will see how more profoundly sinful that we first imagined. We will begin to seek more the “sin beneath the sin”.

	Growing love and appreciation for Jesus
	As we continue to stand in the Gospel, the cross becomes larger in our experience, producing a deeper love for Jesus and a fuller understanding of His goodness. That’s the ideal. 

But often, because of indwelling sin, we are prone to forget the Gospel. That’s why the Bible urges us not to be “moved away from the hope held out in the Gospel”. (Colossians 1:23)






SHRINKING THE GOSPEL

	Performance
	If we are not rooted in God’s acceptance of us through Christ, we compensate by trying to earn God’s approval through our performance. We try to gain God’s favour by living up to His expectations (or our mistaken view of them).

This seeking to perform diminishes God’s holiness by assuming that as fallen people, we could somehow meet His perfect standards apart from the Spirit of Christ within us. It also minimizes the cross and Christ’s work on it to take our shortcomings and give to us His righteousness. 


	Pride
	Growing in our awareness of our sinfulness is not enjoyable, bur exceptionally beneficial. It means admitting – to ourselves and others – that we are not as good as we think we are. 

Often however, we fail to see these things, or in seeing them fail to honestly deal with them. If we are not resting in Jesus’ righteousness, we can compensate and become deceived into self-righteousness, thinking that we are better than we really are. Because we don’t recognise how sinful we really are, we spin sin in our favour.
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Just going to church

doesn't make you a Christian any more
than standing in your garage makes you

ACA. ~5, k. Chesterton
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“There is a common, worldly kind of Christianity in this day, which many have,
and think they have enough - a cheap Christianity which offends nobody, and
requires no sacrifice - which costs nothing, and is worth nothing.”

J. C. Ryle
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