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Stepping Forward - God Can Use Me

Senior Pastor Chris Kam

“The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before you.” And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return.” (Judges 6:11-18)

Introduction

Fleas are little insects that can leap up to 150 times their size. In a research, a scientist placed some fleas in a jar and covered it with a lid. The fleas would jump and hit the lid. Eventually, when the scientist removed the lid, the fleas would jump only as high as where the lid was, having been conditioned to jump to that extent.
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In leadership, the principle that we can learn from this research is called the ‘leadership lid’. As leaders, we should take the lid off so that people can potentially jump higher than the supposed circumstances that hinder and restrict their full capacity. Some examples of such circumstances include, being told that “you’re not good enough!”, never being in a faith building atmosphere, leaders who do not stretch our faith nor those who could have encouraged us, including our parents and teachers.

We could also be so overwhelmed by life itself, our work, children, finances and career. There could be self-limitation factors in our faith experience whereby we have not been able to experience God’s faithfulness, and never stepping out. Some people plan so well but dare not take any risk, they see no need to have faith in God, operating in a world of ‘me, myself and I’. 

Context of Gideon

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. (Joshua 6:1)

The book of Judges is also known as the book of cycles - the Israelites sinned and did evil in the eyes of God. God allowed people to invade the land so that they will cry out for the need of God. God will then send a judge or leader to deliver the Israelites out, but when things are good, they started to forget and did evil again. Then, God rescued them again. It happened repeatedly, over and over again.

In Judges 6:1-6, the people were once again desperate for God. Verse 1 tells us that God can cause suffering so that the people will wake up and come to Him.
Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the country. They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count them or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help. When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. (Joshua 6:1-8)

Then, we come to the story of Gideon. Looking to save Israel, God chose Gideon, a nobody, who worked in a winepress. Gideon was a young man who was desperate, scared and frighten. Yet, when an angel came to him, Gideon was referred to as a mighty warrior.

The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.  When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” (Joshua 6:11-12)
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BIG IDEA: Who? Me? (The Most Unlikely)
The tone of Gideon’s response could have been, “Are you kidding me?”

Yes, God can use us for His greater purpose even when we feel otherwise. It is a question of whether we would step up to the plate and answer His calling. We may feel like an underdog, one who is at a disadvantage, and expected to lose. Well, the bible is full of stories of the underdogs, who in their natural sense would not have been able to do things for God. An example is King David.
1 Disappointments in Life

Gideon was probably disappointed with what was happening to his country and himself.

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” (Joshua 6:13)
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Gideon’s response: In psychology, what he did is called projection or blame-shifting - He blamed God, not realizing that the suffering was caused by his own people’s sins.

When things go wrong in our lives, we blame-shift too. We never get out of self-pity. We would blame God, and ask him “Why?”

Rather we should ask Him, “What?” - “What can I learn from this?” or “What are you teaching me about this?” or “What are you doing that I cannot see?”

How we can handle disappointments in life is very important.

3 Reasons why people are disappointed and backslidden:

1.1 Prayers are not answered
Do not pray as if we have the right to be answered the way we expect it to be. That is being self-centered. Instead, remember that God knows what is best for us.

As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:9)

There are things in our lives that we do not understand, but if we say we trust God, we should trust God all the way.

1.2 Hurt by Christians 
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This is very common. We are bound to get hurt by one another. That is perhaps why there are many commands and exultation in the bible such as, ‘love one another’, ‘bear with or encourage each other’. Do not carry the hurt for the rest of your lives. Learn to forgive. Lift off that lid from our lives so that it does not hinder us from loving others.

1.3 Hypocrisy of Christians

None of us are perfect. We may not live out by what we say. Recognize that we are all sinners, saved by grace. We are on the way to perfection. Discipleship, to be more Christlike, takes time. Forgive one another, and correct one another in love. Pray for the hypocrites. 

The Solution: 

The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” (Joshua 6:14)
(a) Go in the strength you have - As you are, nothing more, nothing less. When God calls you, do not say ‘cannot’ or ‘I don’t have what it takes’.

(b) Am I not sending you? - Turn the focus away from yourself. It is God who sends you.
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Stop the whining and complaining or throwing of tantrums!
2 Doubts in Self-Worth

When we cannot blame God or others, we may look at ourselves and say, “I AM NOT GOOD ENOUGH.”

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” (Judges 6:15)
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Like Gideon, we may give 1001 excuses.

The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” (Judges 6:16)

But look, it is about God, not us.

The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. (Judges 7:2-3)

In the end, only 300 men were picked to go against the enemies. No way they could have won. When they won, it has nothing to do with the soldiers, but of God. If you ever doubt yourself, it is true. So give what you have and God will take over from there.

3 Divine Intervention
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Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before you.” And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return.” (Judges 6:17-18)

If God asks you to do something, it is okay to ask God questions. Though, God does not owe us an answer nor does He necessarily answer us.

Conclusion

Remember Benaiah in the “chase the lion” sermon? Have a dream so big that unless God is in there, we are bound to fail.

God chose Gideon, the weakest and the least. God often prefers the small and weak, as they would be dependent on Him. The large and strong do not need God. The one who questions God, the more you say no, the more He will pursue and persuade you. You will be amazed with what you can do. Help those under us, to rise. Challenge them to have big dreams, and to have a posture of Gideon.

What is God calling you (or your CG) to do in your lives? 

In the Impact2020 challenge, remember:

· Think of something you have never tried

· Do something you have never done

· Go somewhere you have never been

There is a story about Edward Kimball, a Sunday School teacher. A 17-year old teenager often slept in his class. Kimball found out that the student helped his uncle in a shoe shop. Kimball went to find the student one day and shared the gospel with him. He left thinking that he did do a good job. 
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Something in this student did changed and D.L. Moody became a great evangelist in USA. Moody held evangelical crusades and one day, he visited a Baptist church which was pastored by FB Meyer, a learned man who looked down on Moody. Yet somehow, Meyer caught something from Moody’s preaching and eventually invited Moody to join him in Northfield, USA. There, Meyer preached and challenged his audience, "If you are not willing to give up everything for Christ, are you willing to be made willing?".

Hearing that, one man’s life changed - J. Wilber Chapman went on to become a traveling evangelist in the early 1900s. He recruited a baseball player called Billy Sunday, famously known later for the quote, “Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than going to a garage makes you an automobile.” 

In 1934, they invited another evangelist, Mordecai Ham, to join them on a crusade. Discouraged, Ham wrote a prayer to God on 8th Oct 1934, “Lord, give us a Pentecost here… pour out your Spirit tomorrow.”

In the crowd, the next day, was a 16-year old boy, who gave his life to Jesus. That man was Billy Graham, who had touched millions in his lifetime!

What can one person do? We may not immediately see the results, but God surely has a plan. Will you obey and go? Don’t miss out. Ask for BIG dreams.
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
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